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COVID requirements – Please register for the 

talk by emailing orangefieldnats@gmail.com. 

The number of people in the Senior Citizens 

Centre is now limited due to social distancing. 

Face marks are required as it is an indoor venue. 

 

If you have been in the Greater Sydney region, 

including the Blue Mountains, Central Coast, 

Wollongong and Shellharbour follow the stay at 

home rules for 14 days after you left Greater 

Sydney.  

 

If the COVID guidelines change you will be 

sent an email. 

 

Next Meeting – 12thAugust, 7.30 pm.  

Snakes of the Orange Region. 

Speaker – Jake Hansen. 

 

Jake Hansen is a licensed herpetologist, 

authorised to remove snakes from properties or 

residential areas. He regularly catches and 

relocates over 100 snakes a year to keep 

people’s pets and children safe, but otherwise 

advocates leaving them be. His talk will detail 

the common and not so commonly encountered 

local species of snakes and their natural history. 

He will dispel some of the common myths and 

misconceptions about snakes and suggest how 

to coexist alongside them. 

 
Copperhead Snake seen at Nashdale in autumn 

2020. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

Next Excursion – Sunday 15th August. 

Bumberry section of Goobang National 

Park…. With access to the southern fire trail.  

Please register for the excursion at 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

The excursion is to Bumberry again as the risk 

of bogging at other local areas was thought to 

be too high. The July excursion report, later in 

the newsletter, shows there will be lots to see. 

More shrubs should be flowering but it may be 

too early for the orchids. 

 

Meet at 9.00am at Orange High Bus Bay.  

We will travel in individual cars, on the 

Manildra Parkes Road, to Goobang National 

Park. As we will have access through the gate, 

we will drive down the southern fire trail.  Bring 

a face mask for car-pooling and lunch as the 

excursion will finish at 2.30 pm. Grade is easy. 

 

Last Meeting –8th July.  

Mt Canobolas Artefact Finds 2019-2021 – 

cultural heritage implications. 

Speakers – Andrew Rawson and Rosemary 

Stapleton. 

Text by Rosemary Stapleton with additions by 

Andrew Rawson. 

 

As our spokesperson, Andrew shared the results 

of the Aboriginal heritage journey he and I have 

been on since the February 2018 fire.  The talk 

generated lots of interest and we offered it by 

Zoom. Geoff Selwood welcomed the full room 

NEXT MEETING 

 Thursday 12th August, 7.30 pm. 

Nguluway Ngurang Senior Citizens Centre 

North Room  
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm) 

 

Snakes of the Orange Region 

Speaker – Jake Hansen 

 

Committee Meeting – 6.30 pm. 

 

NEXT EXCURSION 

Sunday 15th August 

Bumberry Section of Goobang NP -again 

 

Details below 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/greater-sydney#stay-at-home-rules
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/greater-sydney#stay-at-home-rules
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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of 27, in particular the Elders present, and others 

joining by Zoom. He apologises for the initial 

sound problems on Zoom. 

 

We were privileged to have Uncle Neil Ingram 

welcome us to Wiradjuri Country and he 

reminded us that the history and story of 

Gaanha-bula, Mt Canobolas, had been known 

for a long, long time before the fire and the 

recent artefact finds. 

 

Our journey started when we volunteered to 

help with orchid and fauna surveys to monitor 

the State Conservation Area’s (SCA) recovery 

after the fire. These were organised by the NSW 

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 

and local ecologists. They started in November 

2018. 

 

The fire burnt the shrubs and groundcover 

exposing the ground surface. The bare ground 

presented an unexpected positive opportunity to 

see artefacts, especially so as periodic rain 

events had eroded some of the topsoil, leaving 

the artefacts exposed.  

 

In an early orchid survey Andrew noticed a 

piece of quartz and commented that it must have 

been brought onto the mountain by Indigenous 

people as that rock type is not found there. He 

had seen similar artefacts at Federal Falls 

campground where his brother Mark (an 

archaeologist) had completed a study in the 

mid-1990s. When doing a bird survey, in April 

2019, I saw more quartz and some basalt flakes 

that were obviously artefacts. Between June and 

December 2019 there were talks and visits by 

the NPWS ranger and Elder Uncle James 

Williams. Two archaeologists made short visits 

to look at the initial site and confirmed what we 

had found.  

 

Our understanding was that Mt Canobolas, or 

Gaanha-bula, is an important men’s ceremonial 

site for the Wiradjuri people. Some people with 

a connection to Orange know of Dreaming 

stories but some of these are not in the public 

domain. We respected the sites that we 

understood were the men’s sites and did not 

visit them.  

 

Andrew explained that there are only a few 

references to Indigenous occupation on Mt 

Canobolas in the post European scientific 

literature. The most comprehensive 

archaeological work that had been done on the 

mountain was by his brother, Mark, at Federal 

Falls campground. This showed it was an 

important Aboriginal campsite.  

 

Other more recent archaeological studies have 

been restricted to consultant reports from 

developments related to the infrastructure on 

the summit and at NPWS picnic areas.  This 

meant that any finds in other areas would add 

considerably to our knowledge of the use of Mt 

Canobolas before European settlement.  

 

 

 

As we did more fauna and orchid surveys, we 

found more artefacts at more places across the 

SCA and realised they were significant. These 

were recognised as they were unlike the coarse 

background stone. We felt we had a legal 

obligation to record and report them.  

 

It’s important to note that all artefacts we 

recorded were left in place and not disturbed 

further, as is required by law. All artefacts 

recorded were those exposed at the surface and 

not within the soil (i.e. no excavation was done). 

It would be expected that more artefacts would 

exist within the soil and especially in adjacent 

unburnt areas where surface visibility was 

restricted. Recording is done through the 

Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 

System (AHIMS). Before the fire there were 

11 AHIMS sites recorded for the SCA. We 

have added another 19 sites in many 

locations across the mountain, and we have a 

few more to go. 

 

Andrew then discussed the overall significance 

of the 1,400 artefacts we have found to date and 

how they shine a light on the long history of 

Aboriginal occupation of the mountain.  

 

Firstly, the artefacts are of a wider range of 

lithologies, or rock types, than found at any 

other local study site. They are not just made 

from quartz, basalt, chert or silcrete but from at 
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least 12 other rock types, most of which are not 

derived from the mountain itself. They were 

brought in or traded from surrounding areas, 

suggesting that Mt Canobolas was a central 

meeting place for people coming from all 

directions.  

Seven flaked pieces made from five different 

rock types, found together, that show the wide 

range of lithologies of the artefacts. 

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

A wide range of artefact types have been 

found. There are ground edge hatchets and axes, 

cores, anvils, mullas, grindstones as well as 

scrapers and small, backed blades that may have 

been used as barbs on spears.  

 A tiny, backed blade that may have been used 

as a spear barb. Photo Andrew Rawson. 

 

Lots of flakes and flaked pieces suggest that tool 

manufacture or repurposing occurred here, 

despite the lack of local sources of stone. Many 

of the tool types have never been recorded on 

Mt Canobolas nor in the local area before. Both 

archaeologists who have visited have 

commented on the high level of skill of the 

toolmakers. Phil Purcell, from OEH, said about 

the flake below “for a knapper to control their 

technique to get this is quite extraordinary in 

basalt!”  

A basalt flake that demonstrates very skilled 

knapping. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

The finds show that people were making, 

using, and repurposing tools on the mountain 

and staying for a while not just passing through. 

Some show use wear and may have been used 

for hunting and resource preparation such as 

skinning and preparing skins (e.g., awls to poke 

holes in skins). Others may have been used for 

scraping, cutting, pounding, seed and tuber 

grinding and food preparation.  Some tools 

show multiple uses. Several pieces, such as 

ochre, may have been used for ceremonial 

purposes. There are signs of tools made and 

used by women and children as well as men, 

which significantly increases the complexity of 

how the mountain areas were utilised by 

different groups.   

 

These finds provide an opportunity to work with 

local elders to gain a more nuanced 

understanding of which areas of the mountain 

were clearly ceremonial and which were there 

to support the ceremonies. 

 

Plants and animals from the mountain would 

have been used for food and other resources. 

Examples are the tubers of the orchids we had 

been looking for, bogong moths, acacias for 

wood and seeds and possums and kangaroos for 

their skins. Due to the high altitude, it is 

assumed that the visits were seasonal, however 

the mountain has resources that are available all 

year. 

 

Another aspect that Andrew highlighted as 

significant was the probable age of the 

artefacts. Mark Rawson noted when he visited 

that some artefacts, such as the backed blades, 

are likely to be from the Small Tool Tradition 

period, between 2-4,000 years ago across SE 

Australia. However, it is possible that these may 

even be as old as 7-9,000 years, in line with the 

oldest artefacts found in the Macquarie Valley. 

The significant patina found on artefacts 

indicates they have been in the soil for a very 

long time. The varied amount of patina 

indicates there has been a long history of 

occupation. 

A flake showing areas of buff-orange patina.  

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 
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And finally, we explained that the Mt 

Canobolas SCA is important because much of it 

has been a reserve of one sort or another for 

most of the time that Europeans have been in the 

district. It provides an exceptional history of 

preservation and relatively little 

disturbance. As a result, the integrity of the 

whole reserve is critically important and would 

be a valuable site for future study. 

 

Our journey continued last year with Greg 

Ingram, now Acting Chair of Orange Local 

Aboriginal Lands Council, and several Elders, 

who were in attendance.  Uncle James Williams 

and Andrew had talked about the mountain and 

Uncle James emphasised the spiritual 

importance of the mountain to the Wiradjuri 

people. He said, ‘Mt Canobolas is a very 

spiritual place, we look at the landscape 

wholistically …… it’s not just about bones and 

stones ……it’s about making people aware of 

the spiritual connection to the mountain.’  

 

These artefacts provide significant tangible 

evidence of a long history of Aboriginal use 

and occupation of the mountain, to support 

the intangible spiritual knowledge of the 

elders. We concluded that while we believe 

recording this evidence of Wiradjuri people’s 

use of the mountain is very important in itself, 

we are really concerned that this will be 

destroyed if Orange City Council is allowed to 

build their proposed mountain bike racing track 

across Gaanha-bula. The current plans would 

obliterate known and surmised areas of 

immense cultural value and are insensitive to 

the broader spiritual values of the mountain. 

 

The Elders and other Wiradjuri people who 

attended the talk agreed and expressed their 

concerns with the cultural assessment process.  

Uncle Neil talked about the need for the 

community to understand and respect this 

Aboriginal heritage and to work together to 

protect this culture. I think we all agreed we 

need to continue to work together and educate 

the community about the ancient heritage of 

Gaanha-bula. 

 

At the request of the Elders, I have not included 

photos of the larger or special tools, or 

ceremonial artefacts. 

 

Comments following the talk. 

Dave, a Field Nats member who joined by 

Zoom emailed to say ‘A fascinating 

presentation from Andrew, another Phoenix 

from the ashes of the fires and tangible evidence 

of what was always culturally understood; that 

Mt Canobolas was a significant site for First 

Nation's people over thousands of years and 

should be respected and honoured. Thank you 

again for making remote participation possible 

via Zoom.’ 

 

This talk attracted interest from people who are 

not Field Nats members. I asked them to email 

me their reaction to the talk. 

 

Denis said ‘A truly enlightening talk by Dr 

Andrew Rawson left no doubt about the 

significance of Mt Canobolas to Australia’s 

First Nations people. As European settlers we 

have long acknowledged this iconic and 

prominent geological feature of the landscape, 

standing out for many kilometres from all 

directions and drawing in tourists and 

sightseers’ from around the globe. The evidence 

presented by Dr Rawson however, showed that 

Indigenous Australians have held a much 

deeper connection to the mountain for 

thousands, if not tens of thousands of years.  

With so much Indigenous culture and heritage 

lost already, every effort must be made to 

protect the mountain from any future intensive 

developments such as establishing a broad 

scale network of mountain bike trails. Such 

development would undermine other 

opportunities for passive sustainable use and 

community conservation efforts of this valuable, 

nationally significant, natural and cultural 

resource.’ 

And Malcolm followed with ‘I am so glad that 

I went to hear the talk. I thought the talk was 

really inspirational – I thought that word 

driving home. The work done by you both as 

presented was fantastic. It seems so simple that 

the intensity of the 2018 fire removed the 

undergrowth and the accumulated litter / 

decayed matter to expose 1000’s of years of 

human habitation / connection. The number of 

artefacts and sites that you identified is 

amazing. 

 

I had thought it strange that my superficial 

reading of the material on Mount Canobolas 

indicated that Aboriginal connection with the 

mountain was limited to specific areas and was 

otherwise limited. That seemed to contrast with 

other seemingly significant geographical sites 

in NSW and Victoria that we’d visited / read 

about, where Aboriginal use was obvious and 

abundant and to be respected and valued.  
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OK, toss all that out now. Put a hot fire through 

and it becomes obvious, thankfully because you 

two were looking for orchids etc! 

 

I thought the range of artefacts that Andrew 

showed, and the use of those artefacts, was very 

interesting. It seemed as if there was local elder 

interest in working together – and I really hope 

that can be maintained and developed. 

 

The quote by the Elder that Andrew used and 

Andrew’s description of the mountain as a 

cathedral with spiritual significance ….. was 

fantastic. I / we can and do feel that with some 

geographical sites. Sometimes on a first or even 

by chance visit. Others because of a long 

‘feeling time’ – Cradle Mt Lake St Clair, Uluru, 

The Hazards Coles Bay, Snowdonia (Wales)….. 

  

To me, now, the spiritual volume of the long 

Indigenous connection / association with the 

mountain will be more significant than the 

natural / environmental / biophysical reasons 

for keeping bike paths well clear of the 

mountain.’ 

 

More information. Uncle Neil Ingram’s 

dreaming story, that he shared with us recently 

and agreed for it to be shared publicly, is 

at  https://savemtcanobolassca.com/2021/03/28

/aboriginal-dreaming-story-of-gaanha-bula-mt-

canobolas/ 

 

Last Excursion – Bumberry Section of 

Goobang National Park, 11th July. 

Leaders Rosemary Stapleton and Jack Fry, 

NPWS Ranger. Report by Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

A check of Back Yamma State Forest revealed 

boggy tracks, no flowering trees or shrubs and 

few birds. So, the question was where to go to 

for Sunday’s excursion? Maybe the Bumberry 

section of Goobang National Park would be 

better as it is on a ridge? It proved to be a good 

idea as instead of the usual dry landscape the 

winter rain meant the moss was glowing green 

and the Ironbarks were flowering.  

 

As NPWS Ranger Jack Fry had already 

registered for Back Yamma the change to 

Bumberry meant Jack was happy to lead us 

down the fire trail to the south. On previous 

excursions we have only ever been able to walk 

part way down the trail. 

 

On Sunday, after welcoming new members 

Sandra and Glen, we headed in convoy to 

Bumberry via Manildra. It was distressing to 

see so many mature roadside trees cut down 

over many kilometres, presumably for road 

widening or ‘safety’. In many places these 

corridors are the only means for wildlife to 

travel between patches of native habitat. 

 

After we had parked, we crossed to the northern 

side of the road to walk part way down what 

remains of the ‘old road’. In recent years, the 

edge of this ‘old road’ has revealed many 

unusual orchids. Good eyes also found a few 

flowers of Pterostylis nana, the Hairy Snail 

Orchid and Acianthus collinus, the Mosquito 

Orchid. The site will be worth checking again in 

spring as there were many different orchid 

leaves, including rosettes of Pterostylis 

plumosa, the Bearded Greenhood.  

Some Bearded Greenhood rosettes. 

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

On Tuesday two species of Coral Fungus were 

spotted here which I knew would be of interest 

to some members who had registered. On 

Sunday Nigel and Hai also spotted a shaggy 

toadstool, possibly a species of Pouzarella. 

A shaggy toadstool, possibly a species of 

Pouzarella. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

https://savemtcanobolassca.com/2021/03/28/aboriginal-dreaming-story-of-gaanha-bula-mt-canobolas/
https://savemtcanobolassca.com/2021/03/28/aboriginal-dreaming-story-of-gaanha-bula-mt-canobolas/
https://savemtcanobolassca.com/2021/03/28/aboriginal-dreaming-story-of-gaanha-bula-mt-canobolas/
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Leanne went birding down the track and spotted 

some Varied Sitella among the many Noisy 

Friarbirds that were crowding the flowering 

Ironbarks. The air was also filled with the 

Friarbirds noisy calls. 

 

Back at the car park Jack suggested we should 

take vehicles with appropriate clearance and of 

lighter weight along the track. Everyone donned 

facemasks and we headed through the gate. Not 

far along the track we stopped to look at some 

attractive plants of Acacia mollifolia, a 

spreading or erect acacia with silver grey 

feathery leaves. It’s yet another plant that is near 

its eastern limit. 

Nigel Hobden, Jack Fry and Jenny Medd 

looking at Acacia mollifolia plants.  

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 
 

Next stop was where a powerline crossed the 

park and we wandered through the shrubby 

regrowth under the line. A 1080 bait station was 

nearby, and Jack explained how it worked and 

the need to not touch them. Dick pointed out the 

many Allocasuarina diminuta plants and talked 

about the species having separate male and 

female plants. He showed that the flowers on 

the male plants were much finer and rusty 

coloured. There were fewer orchid leaves and 

fungi here but a greater diversity of shrubs with 

Cryptandra, Leucopogon, Allocasuarina, 

Grevillea floribunda, and Melichrus 

erubescens. Dick was in high demand 

identifying and explaining the different species. 

He commented on the lovely shows of the early 

flowering wattles - Acacia lanigera in full 

bloom and the unusual Sword Wattle, Acacia 

gladiiformis particularly on the ridge tops along 

the trail. 

 

 
Leucopogon attenuatus, Beard Heath, probably 

the most common flowering shrub we saw that 

day. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

The Noisy Friarbirds were in full voice again 

however Leanne managed to see a Collared 

Sparrowhawk land and had a much better view 

than those of us who only saw it fly over. 

 

Lunch was along the track and down slope to a 

southern junction of the tracks where we all 

spread out in the sun and socially distanced 

before another walk. This was through a wetter 

area of tall eucalypts, sedges, and patches of 

healthy Grevillea floribunda that were dripping 

with bunches of flowers. On the way back Cath 

wondered if the little dead body on the track was 

a mouse or an Antechinus? Lots of photos were 

taken and there has been debate if it was an 

Antechinus or a Common Dunnart. We all wish 

we had taken a better look, especially at its feet. 

The majority view and feedback from Facebook 

suggests it is probably a Common Dunnart, 

Sminthopsis murina. The Atlas of Living 

Australia has one record of this species in the 

Bumberry section of Goobang. It is in the area 

where the group photo was taken. You might 

like to look at this clip to brush up on the finer 

identification points or to just smile at these 

busy little animals that live in our bush. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtpCt_IJC

sQter 

 

 
Possible Common Dunnart body found on the 

track. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtpCt_IJCsQter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtpCt_IJCsQter
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We could have wandered for longer, but it was 

time to head back. Jack offered to show us one 

of the ‘audio moths’ that have been set up to 

record Glossy Black Cockatoo calls as part of 

the Save Our Species Program. There will be 

some good recordings as he found some chewed 

seeds of the Allocasuarina below the audio 

moth.  

Jack Fry checking the ‘audio moth’ recording 

device in an Allocasuarina feed tree.  

Photo Dick Medd. 

 

During the excursion Leanne focused on the 

birds and tried out the Ebird app instead of a 

notebook. She commented that ‘It was hard 

work to track down anything that wasn’t a 

Noisy Friarbird.’ In total she recorded 21 

species for Bumberry and 9 at our stop in 

Manildra. At the Monument on the Escort Way 

a few Superb Parrots and Galahs were spotted 

eating spilt grain. Leanne’s list of birds is at the 

end of the newsletter along with the group 

photo. 

 

The comments below show that it was a most 

enjoyable excursion. Nigel said, ‘A great day 

out, terrific plant life’ and Jenny M commented 

‘It was the nicest day I’ve enjoyed in ages, so 

thanks to you, Rosemary, and Jack!’ 

 

And Sandra said ‘Glen and I thoroughly 

enjoyed the day: we both love being in the bush, 

but to be there with people who actually knew a 

bit about what was being observed, made the 

day especially rewarding. I’ve shared some 

photos with my extended family to remind them 

of what treasures there are in the ‘local’ 

environment. 

 

I think we were all fortunate to have the 

company of the National Parks Ranger, Jack 

Fry. Though I gather he hasn’t been in the 

position long, he was a wealth of knowledge 

himself, but also keen to learn from those who 

have been about a bit longer. At the same time, 

no one would doubt that he was there in a work 

capacity and his first responsibility was to 

ensure adherence to National Parks protocols. 

Thanks to Jack we were able to experience the 

diverse range of vegetation communities and 

species that are in this section of Goobang 

National Park. While this area was once a State 

Forest, I think we all appreciated that it is now 

part of the reserve system and hopefully will be 

protected for future generations.’ 

 

Committee News  

It’s been a quiet month. Dick Medd has 

continued his work on the bird and vertebrate 

lists for Mt Canobolas SCA. We hope to work 

with Orange Local Aboriginal Lands Council to 

add some Wiradjuri names to the species lists. 

 

Dick has also been advocating for consultants to 

conduct surveys of arboreal mammals in the 

SCA in late spring or early summer. The main 

focus would be on Greater Gliders and the aim 

is to establish a baseline to allow future 

monitoring of this threatened species. 

 

Mt Canobolas Update 

The mountain has water running everywhere 

including several waterfalls on the western side 

of the mountain that can be seen from 

Glenwood State Forest. The most recent snow, 

ice and wind did more damage with more trees 

and branches coming down. However, this 

hasn’t stopped visitors to the mountain with the 

Federal Falls Picnic Area carpark full on a 

recent Saturday.  

 

Towac and The Walls picnic areas are still 

closed, however The Walls upgrade looks good. 

Access to The Walls picnic area from the Nature 

walking track is not permitted. The Nature track 

can be accessed from the Summits 

track. These closures are reassessed weekly. 

The Walls Picnic upgrade. Photo R Stapleton. 
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Canobolas Conservation Alliance Update 

Report by Jenny Medd. 

 

The full CCA Committee met 

only once during July, however 

working groups continued to be 

active.  Unfortunately, the 

Forum scheduled for the 3rd 

August has had to be postponed 

due to ongoing uncertainties with Covid-19.  A 

new date will be advised in due course. 

 

You can always keep abreast of CCA activities 

by following Save Mt Canobolas SCA on 

Facebook, or via the website: 

https://savemtcanobolassca.com/ 

 

Andrew Rawson has commenced a series of 

presentations to local groups to engage and 

educate the wider community.  The first, to the 

Orange Ratepayers Association followed by the 

Orange Rotary Club, were very well received. 

    

No doubt most readers will be aware that 

Orange City Council now has a new “Concept 

Plan” on the table, proposing even greater 

destruction of the SCA.  The network of bike 

trails is now more than 100km in total, with 

more than 70km of those proposed within the 

SCA.  Unfortunately, the report in the CWD on 

July 27th did not accurately reflect the process 

that Council has followed, as they fail to fully 

acknowledge the scientific input from outside 

of their consultants’ contributions as well as the 

ecological and cultural values of the entirety of 

the SCA. 

 

Plans are well underway for an appeal to the 

Premier to expedite the declaration of the SCA 

as an Area of Outstanding Biodiversity Value, 

with the original nomination now over 3 years 

in the system.  Watch for advice on how you 

will be able to assist. 

 

Dry Stone Walls in Mt Canobolas SCA 

Text by Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Aboriginal artefacts were not the only heritage 

that was revealed within Mt Canobolas SCA by 

the fire in February 2018. Three dry stone walls 

were also discovered by volunteers during 

orchid and vegetation surveys in the late spring 

and summer of 2018. Two of the walls are 

relatively straight and between 100-120 metres 

long. The third wall is L-shaped and smaller. 

They are all built on rocky slopes. It is assumed 

that the walls were constructed by early 

European settlers. 

Section of a wall that runs down a rocky slope 

showing fire damage 9 months after the fire. 

Photo Cath Stapleton. 

 

The walls are made up of boulders and large 

rocks probably collected from the surrounding 

area as they are trachyte, the same lithology as 

the rocky slopes. Two are built across the slope 

and the other runs down a slope. In places they 

are 8 to 10 courses high but in many places the 

rocks have fallen off the wall or been removed 

and only 1 or 2 courses remain. They range in 

width from 1.6m wide at the base to 50cm on 

the top course. In places, where the top courses 

are missing, a crushed rock or gravel infill can 

be seen. In some places it is hard to tell where 

the walls end.  

 

Prior to the fire the walls were probably hidden 

by the surrounding shrubs and trees. These were 

burnt and now, in July 2021, the walls are again 

disappearing from view as the vegetation on the 

mountain recovers. 

Rock infill in one of the walls. 

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Those who discovered the walls wondered why 

they had been built. As one was built across a 

slope we wondered if it had been constructed to 

channel water from springs that were higher up 

the slope to a gully. Was the L-shaped wall part 

of an enclosure for stock? The one that ran 

down the slope always seemed to be a boundary 

fence. 

 

https://savemtcanobolassca.com/
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The walls were photographed and documented 

by taking some basic measurements and GPS 

points along their length. These were mapped in 

Sixmaps and revealed that all the walls 

coincided with the boundary of one of the lots 

that existed on Mt Canobolas before it became 

Crown Land in 1959. It seems likely that the 

walls were boundary ‘fences’ built along rocky 

slopes where it was too difficult to dig post 

holes into the hard bedrock.  

 

It is not known who built the walls or when they 

were built. The first reference to the lot on a 

Parish Map is a conditional purchase by 

Michael Casey in 1882. Michael Casey was 

married to Margaret Dalton, the sister of the 

Dalton Brothers who were also leading citizens 

of Orange at the time. Michael owned a number 

of lots across the Canobolas. The lot, with the 

walls, passed to other local farming families and 

businessmen prior to 1959. 

 

Details of the walls have been provided to the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service so this 

recently revealed European history can be 

safely managed and protected. 

 

Retirement of Steve Woodhall,  

NPWS Ranger 

 

When Steve spoke at the April Field Nats 

meeting he told us he would be retiring in July. 

That time has come, and I understand that his 

last day was an emotional one for everyone. 

 

Some of us were looking forward to his farewell 

bash but COVID intervened. A card was sent to 

Steve, and I asked Fiona Buchannan to pass on 

the following message on behalf of the Society. 

 

‘In the official part of his farewell would you 

please pass on to Steve the Society's thanks for 

his work and support of the Society over many 

years. We also appreciate his role in managing 

and protecting the biodiversity and heritage 

within the parks and reserves. His wisdom will 

be missed by the Parks Service. 

 

I've been sent a newsletter article from Jane 

Paul and Kerrie McGann reminiscing about 

their time spotlighting with Steve on Mt 

Canobolas (this is included below). Others have 

talked about his 'devotion' to Flying Foxes 

while monitoring controlled shooting of them, 

at all hours, in orchards around Orange. He 

always seemed willing to come to Mt 

Canobolas excursions in all conditions (see 

photo).... or maybe he brought the weather with 

him? In 2010 what better way to tell us about 

fire strategy than in a fog and this year to look 

at the new development plans when it was 4 

degrees in mid-March! As a latecomer to Field 

Nats I've always found Steve approachable and 

friendly and happy to share with, and consider, 

the involvement and experience of 'citizen 

scientists'.  

 

 
August 2010 OFNCS excursion looking at fire 

strategy with NPWS Ranger Steve Woodhall on 

the right. Photo Murray Fletcher. 

 

Orange Field Nats hope to organise a get 

together with Steve in the future however it will 

depend on Covid and their travels. Steve and 

Tracy have joined Field Nats, so we look 

forward to continuing our friendships 

and sharing a love of our wild places.’ 

 

Steve Woodhall – Mount Canobolas 

Spotlighting Reminiscences 

Article from Kerrie & Jane. 

 

In 2003 two very lucky girls joined Steve in 

night surveys of Mount Canobolas State 

Conservation Area. Due to a paucity of data 

National Parks was keen to get more 

information as to the presence or otherwise of 

nocturnal animals there. The surveys went for 

two years and most months we set off with 

Steve for a couple of hours of spotlighting. Jane 

as penciller was charged with recording all that 

was seen, species, date, time, co-ordinates, and 

weather, later entered by Steve into National 

Park’s data base. 

                                                  

Kerrie still wonders at how we were able to see 

in the dark. Even when it was especially dark it 

was never a worry, there was so much else to 

hold one’s attention, the sounds of all the little 

creatures around us, catching an owl as it moved 

on silent wings, and then the marvellous night 

sky. We wonder at how fit we were but it 

seemed perfectly normal, just follow Steve and 

keep your eyes peeled!                                       
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Jane remembers lugging the heaviest and 

largest spotlight, an old one belonging to 

National Parks equipped with a battery almost 

the size and weight of the one in your car, all 

over the walking trails of Mount Canobolas. Its 

light was brilliant and could pick up animal eyes 

from a great distance. Kerrie fared somewhat 

better as her Max had done a little electronic 

work on a lighter rechargeable spotlight, so the 

switch was more reliable and the light brighter. 

She says it is still working fine. 

 
A most hilarious incident occurred one night 

when Steve was chased by a Ringtail Possum. 

We were on the rocky outcrop on the Nature 

Trail and had spotted its eyes in a clump of 

acacias with a thick shrub layer beneath. Steve 

went to investigate further hoping to find its 

drey. Our not-too-friendly possum did not like 

the idea at all and was determined to defend its 

territory and mate and maybe young ones in its 

nest. It went for Steve in a most ferocious 

manner making Steve hot-foot it out of there. 

Once it dawned on us what was going on we 

could not stop laughing.                                                                                                  

 

Steve has remembered ‘the night you all 

laughed at me because I was sheltering under a 

tree from the rain, but really it was a dead stag 

which offered no protection at all’. And he 

recalls ‘booking a few pig hunters as well when 

we were out on Towac Way’.      

 

Memories 

Perhaps others have experiences with Steve, 

one here, one there, that they would like to share 

- memories of the love of nature he imparted to 

you, an anthology of Steve’s connection and 

contribution to our appreciation of the natural 

world, especially of Mount Canobolas. We 

delighted in the excitement of seeing those red 

eyes our spotlights picked up in the canopy of 

the forest, and to the thrill as a Greater Glider 

spread its gliding membrane and volplaned 

across the magnificent mountain gums 

(Eucalyptus dalrympliana). 

 

Feelings 

From these days (nights rather) we came to 

understand emotions, how one can care about 

the mountain, what it is, what it is meant to be, 

a magic place – not to be violated and 

vandalised for entertainment, but for reverence, 

wonder, for knowledge, discovery, to replenish 

not to destroy. And to love it as Steve does. He 

felt it deeply when Mount Canobolas burned, as 

did we.  

 

Dates for your Diary 

Many activities have been postponed due to the 

Covid situation. 

 

2021 Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys,   

16-17 October. 

If you are interested contact Malcolm Fyfe on  

(02)4471-8757,  malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com 

Sadly, the July surveys were cancelled. 

Dates for 2022 are 12/13 February; 23/24 April; 

23/24 July; 15/16 October.    

 

Postponed. Myth busting the Mountain. A 

new date for the Public Forum about Mt 

Canobolas SCA will be set once the Covid 

situation improves.  

 

17 July – 29 August – Swift Parrot Surveys at 

established survey sites. 

 

Postponed to 15-16 February 2022 – 

Listening to the Lachlan Conference, Forbes. 

Details here. 

 

18-24 October – Aussie Backyard Bird 

Count. https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

 

22-25 October - Great Southern BioBlitz. 

Details in future from Orange City Council. 

 

6 November - Nature Conservation Council 

AGM. Likely to be in Sydney and online.  
 

10, 11, 12 November – Central West 

Councils Environment and Waterways 

Alliance Conference. 

The theme is Conservation in Action – climate, 

bushfires, wildlife. 

 

Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook.  
 

Orchids 

An Orange garden - Nigel sent the photo 

below of the leaves of Microtis starting to 

appear in his front lawn. He said, ‘Looks like a 

good crop again this year, I'll have to skip 

mowing my Zoysia turf where they are 

appearing.’ 

mailto:malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com
https://listeningtothelachlan.com.au/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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Cargo tip - Jenny Stephens has been looking 

for Helmet orchids and she found two types of 

greenhood leaves and spider orchid leaves, 

some with emerging buds.  

 

Fungi 

Brain Fungi  

Tremella mesenterica or Yellow Brains fungi 

(below) observed by Nigel on the trunk of an 

Apple Box (Eucalyptus bridgesiana). There's a 

second fungus that he has been able to ID 

possibly a punk (Piptoporus sp). The location 

was the leash free dog area at Bloomfield Park. 

Lepista nuda 

Jenny Medd reports ‘I was rather excited to find 

what I believe to be Lepista nuda (below) in our 

home paddock - the same as a specimen found 

in the Federal Falls campground during the 

survey (ID not yet shared).  The gills are a 

gorgeous shade of lilac. 

 

I also saw this lichen (again a first), Collema 

sp. growing among moss and other lichens on 

the trunk of a golden ash (photo next 

column).  The larger of the bluish “cups” is not 

much more than 1mm across; the patch of 

blackish grey “jelly” in which they sit was 

probably about 2 x 2.5cm.  Quite a stunning tree 

trunk!’ 

‘Things with Wings’ 

Leucistic Magpie – Eric Tanner commented 

that there are two families of these Magpies in 

Sieben Drive and have been there for over 10 

years. They can be seen on the footpath most 

days and come to his place for the bones the dog 

leaves. 

 

Eastern Barn Owl, Murray St, Orange. 

A report on Birdline on Saturday 31st July was 

of a Barn Owl photographed at around 2200 hrs 

by Graham Greenfield in his garden. It said 

Graham has lived in Orange for the past eight 

years, but this is the first Barn Owl that he has 

seen in the city. The Moderator noted that ‘It is 

relevant in the light of other Barn Owls being 

widely reported in good numbers due to the 

mouse plague.’ 

 

Masked Lapwing – early breeding? 

While walking around the Wentworth area I 

was surprised to be swooped by a Lapwing. I 

wondered if it may be nesting already?  

 

Creature of the Month 

Melichrus – a beautiful enigma. 

Text and photos by Dick Medd. 

 

Melichrus is a small genus of shrubby plants, 

endemic to Australia, within the large ‘Heath’ 

family, Ericaceae, subfamily Epacridoideae. 

The genus name is derived from the Latin 

Melichos meaning the colour of honey, 

referring to the nectar produced by the flowers.  

Locally, variants of both the red flowered M. 

erubescens and the cream flowered M. 

urceolatus are found.  

 

Four other described taxa occur mainly east of 

the Divide, and a few other undescribed species 

hang out in WA. The erubescens form is 

confined mainly west of the Divide in Central 

Western NSW whereas urceolatus is much 

more widespread from the coast to inland in 

NSW and elsewhere ranges from Qld to Vic. 

Both these ‘species’ are regarded as unresolved 

highly variable taxonomic complexes; just one 

of the mysteries currently being unravelled by 

Helen Kennedy, a PhD student at University of 

New England. Watch this space. 

 

These compact stiffly branched bushy perennial 

shrubs are generally found on infertile acidic 

soils and are characterised as stress-tolerant 

plants. An important survival trick comes from 

teaming up with mycorrhizal fungi that assist by 

extracting nutrients from such poor soils. The 

evergreen foliage then stashes the absorbed 
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nutrients supplied by the fungus, which in turn 

powers reproduction with winter flowering and 

spring fruiting, as well as providing sustenance 

for the symbiotic fungi. This coupling has 

evolved over eons, but I wonder how such an 

elegant partnership came about?  

Cream flowered Melichrus from Southern 

Mullion Range, with fruit insert from Mt Arthur 

Reserve, Wellington. 

 

Stiff pungent pointed leaves deter herbivory, 

however plants enlist the help of insects and 

birds lured with nectar produced in their ‘urn-

shaped’ flowers. Winter flowering is certainly a 

curious behaviour to say the least, when insects 

are having their off-season. There is also some 

suggestion wind may assist pollination. 

Consequently, the pollination mechanism of the 

bisexual flowers is somewhat of a mystery. 

Regardless, the supply of nectar acts as a pretty 

handy winter stop-gap fuel for those in need. 

Besides the generic name, nectar has also 

inspired common names such as Honey-gland 

Heath, Jam Tarts and Honey Gorse for some of 

the species. 

The succulent drupaceous fruit which mature in 

spring-early summer are supposedly edible – 

they certainly look attractive. However, I could 

find very little reliable information about bush 

tucker qualities, medicinal uses or toxins. 

Tucked away on the stems almost out of sight 

and reach among the prickly leaves, one also 

wonders how the propagules are dispersed. 

Some think seeds are dispersed by animals 

through ingestion of the fleshy drupes – maybe 

harvested from the ground after falling rather 

than directly from the plant? 

Red flowered Melichrus from Cookamidgera 

with fruit insert from Lapstone Hill east of 

Cargo. 

 

Footnote: The cosmopolitan heath family is 

currently thought to consist of 9 subfamilies, 

126 genera, and over 4000 species of which c. 

44 genera with some 600 species occur in 

Australia. Molecular reorganisations abound 

and taxonomists are still grappling with what’s 

what and who’s who and related to whom!  
 
 

 

Bird species recorded by Leanne Huxley on the 11th July Excursion 

Bumberry Section of Goobang National Park – 21 species Manildra Park – 9 species 

North of Parkes/Manildra Road South of Parkes/Manildra Road  

White-throated Treecreeper White-throated Treecreeper Little Corella 

Noisy Friarbird Noisy Friarbird Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Noisy Miner Noisy Miner White-winged Chough 

Spotted Pardalote Spotted Pardalote White-plumed Honeyeater 

Yellow Thornbill Yellow Thornbill Striated Thornbill 

Grey Fantail Grey Fantail Crested Pigeon 

Grey Shrikethrush Grey Shrikethrush Feral Pigeon 

Rufous Whistler Eastern Rosella Common Starling 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Collared Sparrowhawk House Sparrow 

Galah White-eared Honeyeater  

White-plumed Honeyeater Red Wattlebird  

Striated Thornbill Yellow-faced Honeyeater  

Weebill Kookaburra  

Varied Sitella White-winged Chough  
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The happy socially distanced and masked group in Bumberry section of Goobang National Park.  

Left to right. Standing: Glen Griffith, Jack Fry (Ranger), Jenny and Dick Medd, Sandra Chrystall, Peter 

Toedter, Chris Huxley, Kerri McGann, Leanne Huxley. Seated: Nigel Hobden, Catherine Stapleton, Hai Wu. 

Note the lovely white trunked Eucalyptus rossii. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

 

Annual Subscriptions. To join please send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the 

Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

    O F N & Cons Soc Inc.  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name and send confirmation to 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800  

orangefieldnats@gmail.com   www.orangefieldnats.com  www.facebook.com/ofncs/ 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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