
1 

 

ORANGE FIELD NATURALIST AND CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc 

 
 
 

  
 

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Next Meeting: Note the earlier start. 

7.00 pm Orange Nature Kids, Kate 

Willoughby. Kate is the co-ordinator of this 

holiday program that gives children 

experiences of nature. 

 

7.30 pm Biodiversity Mapping to improve 

the OCC LEP.  Emily Cotterill, consultant 

from The Environmental Factor, has been 

commissioned by Orange City Council to 

investigate data sources and map biodiversity 

within the council boundaries. The aim of the 

project is to provide better information to assist 

in decision making about developments. The 

next step is to collect more information in 

more locations. 

 

Next Excursion: Orchids in Mt Canobolas 

SCA. Col Bower will take us to see some of 

the orchids that have been found this spring. It 

will be interesting to hear his comments on the 

differences between the flowering in 2018 and 

this year. Some of the walk will be off the 

tracks and over uneven ground. 

  

 

Last Speaker: Live and Let Die; managing 

Endangered Ecological Communities (EEC) 

in active cemeteries. 

Speaker: Mr Brain Parker, Supervisor 

Parks and Recreation, Blayney Shire 

Council.  

Report R Stapleton, photos Brian Parker. 

 

Brian has worked in the Parks Department of 

Blayney Shire Council for over 30 years and 

has been Supervisor since 1997.  Over these 

years he has been able to watch some of his 

‘babies’, the projects he started, grow and 

mature. It was obvious that Brain has a 

personal passion for nature and its 

conservation. He is also keen to educate other 

staff, the Councillors and the community. 

 

Part of his job is to manage the seven shire 

cemeteries. Within their boundaries there is 

often remnant woodland habitat and, in some 

cases, Endangered Ecological Communities. 

Blayney Shire Council’s area is largely cleared 

with less than 10% being native vegetation. 

Bill Semple, who studied the vegetation in 

cemeteries, called them “little islands of 

Australia in a European sea”. Other cemeteries 

are considered to be excellent habitat if they 

have 50 species. Newbridge with 90 species is 

even better and also has more species than the 

adjacent TSR.  

Neville Cemetery showing new fencing. 

 

The big challenge in managing the cemeteries 

is in creating a safe and respectful environment 

around the graves but also allowing 

endangered plants to survive the disturbance of 

burials. Brian finds many people don’t 

NEXT MEETING 

 

Thursday, 14th November, 

7.00pm SPEAKER: Kate Willoughby 

TOPIC: Orange Nature Kids 

7.30 pm SPEAKER: Emily Cotterill 

TOPIC: Biodiversity Mapping to improve 

the Orange LEP 
 

No Committee Meeting 

 

Senior Citizens and Pensioners Centre 
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm) 

 

All welcome 
 

EXCURSION 

Sunday, 17th November 

Orchid walk in Mt Canobolas SCA 

 

Meet 9am Orange High Bus Bay  

to organise car pooling 

See details below 
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understand the ecological value of the 

cemeteries and the need to protect the habitat. 

The management methods he has adopted are 

creative and practical. Brian explained a 

number of them: 

• When digging a new grave, they remove 

the top 10cm of soil containing the 

seedbank, set it aside and after the burial 

place it back over the grave. 

• Doing weed control and quarantine by 

washing down the mowers before going to 

the cemeteries. This has been done for the 

last 20 years. 

• Raising the mowing height and using 

strategic mowing to help control Serrated 

Tussock. 

• Controlling rabbits as they are a problem 

around headstones, by fencing and 

catching. At one cemetery they caught 40 

rabbits a night for a week.  

• Mosaic burning of patches of habitat within 

the cemeteries. This was part of the K2W 

Program and Brian worked closely with 

Orange Aboriginal Land Council. Dr 

Donna Johnson evaluated the burns that 

occurred in the spring of 2015 and 2016. He 

has observed that burning and mowing give 

similar outcomes and that doing it once or 

twice a year is better than leaving it for 5 

years. Brian suggested that the impact of 

past grazing and soil compaction was 

evident. Lots more orchids have been 

recorded in the areas around the graves that 

have not been grazed. 

Mosaic burning at Neville Cemetery. 

 

The mosaic burning is a good example of 

Brian’s approach of working with partners, 

always keeping an open mind and learning 

something new from any experience. He 

noticed these slow burns were very different to 

Rural Fire Service burns. They were small cool 

fires that moved slowly and joined up. The 

lizards and other small creatures moved away 

as the flames crept along. This project worked 

well for the habitat but also because it started 

to engage other groups once the Orange Land 

Council became involved. A career highlight 

for Brian was when the burning was 

demonstrated to attendees at a Landcare 

Conference and he was handed the matches by 

the Land Council representative.  

 

A plan of management for the cemeteries has 

been developed by Brian and it is currently 

available for comment.   One intriguing idea in 

it aims to provide a solution to the lack of 

space at Blayney Cemetery. It involves the 

Council buying the paddock next door to the 

cemetery and developing its habitat from the 

seedbank available at the smaller cemeteries. 

As Sydney cemeteries are also running out of 

space, the concept of eco burials might be an 

alternative for Council to consider. 

 

Brian finished his talk by discussing other 

aspects of his role and his guiding philosophy. 

He believes we are only borrowing the 

landscape for the next generation…. and so, 

should save it. He seeks any opportunity to 

share as much information as possible so that 

the environment and the precious ‘islands’ he 

looks after will continue to be managed well. 

Brian has involved the younger generation, in 

activities like tree planting, and also their 

parents with the aim of educating all. 

 

I think all at the talk were impressed with 

Brian’s passion and approach. He obviously 

observes nature at work and at home and is 

fascinated when he notices a positive impact of 

his actions. Blayney Council is very lucky to 

have him managing their natural areas. 

 

Last excursion: Endangered Ecological 

Communities in the Blayney Cemeteries. 

Report by R Stapleton. 

OFNCS identifying plants in the grave area at 

Newbridge Cemetery. Photo R Stapleton. 
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Brian showed his generosity to OFNCS by 

leaving Mt Panorama on race day to show us 

the cemeteries at Neville and Newbridge. It 

was beautiful spring weather and proved to be 

an ideal day for an all-girls outing in the bush 

for the five of us. The country looked 

surprisingly green as we drove through the 

cleared landscape on the way to Neville. I’m 

sure we all thought of David’s September talk 

about the impact of European settlement and 

spotted many places that might have been 

swampy meadows. 

 

A wonderful start at Neville Cemetery was a 

strange bird call which Brian confirmed as a 

Gang Gang Cockatoo. A pair, of this 

threatened species, was weaving their way 

through the large old eucalypts and regrowth 

on the western side of the cemetery. Sadly, 

they didn’t stop to allow us a closer look. 

Brian pointed out some of the augmented 

hollows that were in this area and intended for 

Superb Parrots. However, Feather-tailed and 

Sugar Gliders have taken up residence instead. 

 

Our eyes were soon glued to the ground 

looking at the flowering clumps of the bright 

yellow Diuris chryseopsis. They were scattered 

across the fenced mown area containing the 

graves and in an adjacent, formerly burnt area.  

Diuris chryseopsis clump. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

There was also the yellow of the buttercups, a 

few Greenhood orchids and other tiny flowers 

to discover. Occasionally we were distracted 

by a different bird call from the wooded area 

and ended with a list of 20 species. Brian also 

showed us the areas where the mosaic burns 

had been done in 2015 and 2016 and talked 

about his plans for managing them.  

 

Newbridge Cemetery was very different as the 

entrance is through an uncleared wooded TSR.  

The cemetery area is 10 hectares and once 

again the small area surrounding the graves is 

fenced and well maintained. Brian explained 

that the remaining cemetery land is forest 

where some unusual plants have been found. 

This includes Bursaria spinosa with which the 

Purple Copper Butterfly co-exists in the 

Lithgow area. To date no butterflies have been 

found here. After telling us about the plants 

Brian headed back to the Bathurst race and 

encouraged us to look around.  

 

We wandered through the forest  noting quite a 

few different species of eucalypts. Eucalyptus 

dalrympleana, E. dives, E. macrorhyncha, E. 

rubida, and E. viminalis are all listed for the 

cemetery. Jenny  checked out the Cryptandra, 

Melichrus and the patches of lichens.  

Enjoying the forest at Newbridge Cemetery. 

Photo R Stapleton. 

 

Chitra went in another direction trying to find 

some birds to photograph. It seemed to be 

much drier than at Neville. There were 

occasional spikes of flowering Stackhousia and 

Billy Buttons but only a few of the small 

shrubs had flowers. As we walked back the 

birds appeared with the best sighting being 

Varied Sittellas, a threatened species. Cilla  

also tracked down a Leaden Flycatcher. The 

bird list at Newbridge was 20 species.  

Varied Sittella. Photo Chitra Sanders. 
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Before leaving we walked through the TSR 

where Brian had said orchids were often found. 

We came across a cleared area that had a thick 

lichen cover and a mix of shrubs including 

Melichrus, and pea flowers. Next minute there 

was a call of ORCHID from Jenny, who had 

found a solitary Glossodia major in flower. 

We also saw a single plant of Daviesia latifolia 

in full flower. 

Daviesia latifolia. Photo Katie Boyer. 

 

On the way back through Blayney Cilla, Katie 

and Chitra had a brief stop at the wetland. In  a 

list of 25 birds, including the regular wetland 

species they spotted a Little Eagle and Dusky 

Woodswallows, both threatened species. 

  

We all agreed it had been a very enjoyable day. 

It highlighted how precious these areas of 

bushland are. Sighting threatened bird species 

at each site confirmed this. They are being well 

managed by Brian and his staff for the local 

communities but also for all of us by 

protecting and enhancing their native habitat.  

 

A note on the value of the cemeteries.  

Report & photo from Peter Toedter. 

 

Climax Mining Limited rehabilitated the mine 

site at Junction Reefs and in September 1995 

they took part in a NSW Government 

Rehabilitation Excellence Award for the 

Frenchman’s Mine site. The rehabilitation 

team collected native grass seeds, stalks and all 

(see photo), to replant damaged mine areas, as 

well as using tree and forb seeds sourced 

locally.  The idea was to reintroduce local 

native species to enhance the biodiversity of a 

heavily grazed and mined area.  The collection 

area for native grasses consisted of various 

sites in the Blayney Shire including 

cemeteries.  Harvested were Kangaroo Grass, 

Windmill Grass, Red-anther Wallaby Grass 

and Shorthair Plume Grass.  Mark Nolan, who 

led the rehab team on site, did his master’s 

degree at CSU on the germination of Kangaroo 

Grass. 

 

Committee News: The Committee meet on 

10th October. Items were: 

• Update of activities on Mt Canobolas and 

the Canobolas Conservation Alliance. 

• Agreement on the design and printing of a 

postcard-sized brochure publicising 

OFNCS. 

• Submission to be written on the 

McPhilamy’s Mine EIS. 

• The wording for an acknowledgement to 

country to be added to the OFNCS 

newsletter. 

Mt Canobolas Update:  

There continues to be lots of scientific activity 

on Mt Canobolas. You may have read about 

some of it in the Central Western Daily. 

 

Lichen specialists visit. Dr Patrick McCarthy 

and Professor Jack Elix, two lichen experts 

from Canberra, have visited Mt Canobolas at 

the invitation of Dick Medd. They looked at 

how much damage had been done to the 

unique lichen communities by the fire, 

including the effect of fire retardants. The two 

scientists commented that the lichen 

communities were one of the best collections 

of the species. OEH Threatened Species staff 

were also present and received advice on the 

maintenance of the communities. 

 

Orchid Searches with Col Bower. These 

twice weekly searches started on 20th October. 

Some exciting finds have been made for 

species such as Diuris sp. aff. chryseopsis, 

Caladenia fitzgeraldii, C. phaeoclavia and 

Chiloglottis trilabra. As the mountain is very 

dry Col thinks that the flowering season will 

be shorter this year than in 2018.  
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Pointing out new Diuris sp. aff. chryseopsis plants 

found on the first orchid search. Photo R Stapleton. 

Phebalium and Melichrus Sampling – Dick 

and Jenny Medd continue to collect plant 

specimens from different locations for study by 

UNE PhD students. 

Heathland Monitoring - Col Bower has 

completed transects in 10 areas of burnt heath 

for the study of reestablishment patterns and 

mechanisms post fire. Further transects will be 

done in unburnt heath. 

Fauna Surveys in Mt Canobolas SCA –  

5 -10 November. 

Planning for the fauna surveys is almost 

complete. All 12 sites that were surveyed in 

March will again be surveyed by scientists and 

volunteers. They will operate as 4 teams of 3-4 

people with  separate teams doing the bird 

surveys.  

 

Dates for your Diary – and there are lots. 

 

Orchid Searches on Mt Canobolas – 

happening every Sunday and Thursday at 2pm 

until 5th December. Email Col Bower on        

colbower@bigpond.net.au if you are 

interested.  

 

7-9 November 2019 – the annual Linnean 

Society of NSW Natural History Field 

Symposium in Katoomba. The theme is  
‘The Natural History of the Blue Mountains -   

Geology, Flora, Fauna and Human Impacts.’ 

Go to Linnean Society of NSW for details. 

8-17 November - FrogID Week is BACK! 

Download the Australian Museum’s Frog ID 

app and record frog calls wherever you are. 

10-17 November – Wild Pollinator Count. 

Spend ten minutes watching a flowering plant 

and count the insects visiting it. You can do 

one count or many during the week, on the 

same plant or different plants, in your garden 

or elsewhere. Find out how to count at the 

Wild Pollinator Count website. Or you can join 

iNaturalist and use the link to the Wild 

Pollinator Count project on it. 

16 November and 18 January. Latham’s 

Snipe Counts are on. Visit local wetlands and 

report any sightings.  

11 – 20 September 2020. Australian Field 

Naturalists Convention in Stanthorpe, 

Queensland. Ann Tracey said the programme 

looks great. 

 

Spring Creek Reservoir Quarterly Survey – 

5th October. Report and photos R Stapleton. 

 

I joined Cilla and Chitra Sander, a scientist 

visiting CSU from India, to do the quarterly 

bird survey. The photo below shows how 

much the water level has dropped as they are 

standing in the floor of the reservoir that is 

usually covered in water. And you can see how 

far away the water is.....as Cilla said, ‘it is 

vanishing’. The water level has declined not 

only from evaporation but releases down the 

creek to Suma Park Dam.  

On our walk to the dam wall we recorded 54 

species; the best being 5 Glossy Ibis. A few  

Rufous Whistlers were calling and one perched 

to show us his beautiful colours. There seems 

to be an increasing number of Musk Ducks 

with 30 recorded. The reservoir continues to be 

a favourite place for Coots as we counted 634 

and I sure there were just a few more we didn’t 

see. 

 

16 days later the grim water situation was even 

more evident as the water had receded even 

further. 

 

mailto:Email%20Col%20Bower%20on%20%20%20colbower@bigpond.net.au
mailto:Email%20Col%20Bower%20on%20%20%20colbower@bigpond.net.au
http://linneansocietynsw.org.au/
https://australianmuseum.net.au/get-involved/citizen-science/frogid/
https://australianmuseum.net.au/get-involved/citizen-science/frogid/
https://wildpollinatorcount.com/
https://wildpollinatorcount.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dccd92ddc6a82bac2d32f2d66&id=19296acf0b&e=babefe214e
https://wildpollinatorcount.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dccd92ddc6a82bac2d32f2d66&id=19296acf0b&e=babefe214e
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Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook. 

 

Spring Creek Reservoir.  

Crimson Chat and Glossy Ibis. Bernie and 

Colina Huxtable posted some unusual 

sightings on the eBird website on 19th October. 

One Glossy Ibis and 17 Black-Winged Stilts 

(on the muddy shores) and 4 Crimson Chats 

and 4 White-winged Trillers (in the paddock 

near the entrance).   

 

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Whiskered 

Terns. Chitra and Steve Gross were there the 

next day and while the Chats and Trillers had 

moved on species of note in their list of 38 

were 4 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers (photo below) 

and 13 Whiskered Terns. Never thinking I 

would ‘twitch’ I went to the reservoir on the 

22nd and found 9 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. Photo Chitra Sander. 

 

I was curious as to how often these species 

were recorded around Orange. eBird and 

Birdata, the most used databases, show that the 

Crimson Chats were the most unusual species. 

The nearest recording was one I made at Cudal 

in 2008. Whiskered Terns seem to come to 

Spring Creek in October (1995, 2013 & 2014) 

and December (1995). The Sharp-tailed 

Sandpipers have been recorded in October 

(2003 & 2018), December (2012) and January 

(2009). Glossy Ibis have been seen at most of 

the dams and reservoirs but not often. Records 

for Spring Creek are in November (2008), 

December (2012), January (2003 & 2013) and 

February (2013).  

 

Peregrine Falcons on Mt Canobolas. A 

worker who spends lots of time on the summit  

reported, to Dick and Jenny Medd, that a 

Peregrine regularly visits one of the towers. 

 

Other Interesting Sightings 

OFNCS members Eric Tanner and Kerrie 

McGann visited Mungo National Park 

recently. They took photos of some unusual 

‘holes’ in the sand dunes and wondered about 

them. Murray Fletcher provided the answers. 

 

Photo 1 below. Murray said ‘this looks like a 

geotrupine scarab beetle, they are bulbous 

beetles which push the earth out in pill form 

which then collect around the entrance. I knew 

a guy from Ottawa called Henry Howden who 

published on these and he collected them in 

sandy soil right across the Nullarbor, so 

Mungo is perfect for them. The beetles range 

from around 7-8mm to almost 2cm.’ 

 

Photo 2 below. Murray said ‘the one with the 

smiley face is a scorpion burrow. They make it 

wide to fit the front appendages, but they don't 

need so much height.’  

 

As they are nocturnal Eric wondered if they 

were a camping hazard. Murray added 

‘Australia has a number of species of various 

size, but the smaller holes may simply have 

been made by younger scorpions which are, of 

course, smaller than the full-grown adults.  

 

The best-known scorpion is the Little marbled 

scorpion, Lychas marmoreus, which is a little 

more than 2cm across when full grown and 

occurs right across southern Australia. 

However, I do not know which other species 

might occur in Mungo, nor do I know what our 

bigger scorpions are like. They are all 

nocturnal but whether they are camping 

hazards is unclear.’ 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
http://www.eremaea.com/BirdlineRecentSightings.aspx?Birdline=6
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Creature of the Month  

Something a little different this month. Cilla has written a song about the Platypus she sees in Summer 

Hill Creek when she walks around her property. Let’s hope the creek continues to flow this summer. 

 

The Platypus - Ornithorhynchus anatinus. 

 

Platypus by Cilla Kinross  

 

Wakes up in the evening, when magpies are settling down, and  

Starts licking and preening, to be ready for night-time activities.  

The sooner he’s out there, the quicker comes supper,  

The faster he’s feeding, the sooner that that he can relax again.  

  

Early in the morning, rise up to the sound of carols.  

The magpies are waking and warming up beautiful vocals.  

Go down to the river.  Sit quietly down there.  

And maybe you’ll see him, chasing his final dinner.                        Web Photo by Sharon Wormleaton. 

 

He’s swimming and diving with barely a ripple  

One blink and you’ll miss him completely  

But if you are patient, it won’t take that long till he comes up again.  

And now he’s turning and rolling in his favourite pool that’s so deep and shady.  

Oh, how could we take away all that he needs to make this his home?  

  

So, let’s be more careful with how we treat the river.  

When the stream dries in summer, we should remember our strange little diver. 

Make sure he’s got water for him and his offspring,  

And you’ll be rewarded when your granddaughters and grandsons are watching him. 

 

Platypus Facts from NSW National Parks 

One of the most fascinating and unusual Australian animals, the duck-billed platypus, along with the 

echidna, are the only known monotremes, or egg-laying mammals, in existence. The platypus is 

generally found in permanent river systems and lakes in southern and eastern NSW and east and west 

of the Great Dividing Range. It is a protected species. The amphibious platypus has a duck-like bill, 

webbed feet and a broad, flattened tail. The platypus breeds in spring, laying between 1 and 3 eggs 

which are incubated for around 10 days. Shy by nature and mainly nocturnal, you’re most likely to 

catch a glimpse of a platypus in the early morning or late evening as they dive for food, using their 

sensitive bill to detect larvae and insects.  

 

More Travellers’ Tales 

Murray Fletcher reports on travels to Whyalla and beyond. He sent the stunning photo overleaf. 

 

One of the great things about travelling around Australia by car is seeing how all the small towns 

promote themselves. Every one is different but one of the most recent innovations has been the 

modern phenomenon of Silo Art. Grain silos tend to dominate the skyline of many small towns and, 

using the skill of mainly street artists and using large quantities of paint, many of these silos have been 

turned into gigantic works of art. We have seen several on our current trip around South Australia but 

the one that we liked best was at Wirrabara, in the southern Flinders Ranges NE of Port Pirie. The 

local disused silo has been painted by a Melbourne based Street Art company artist called Sam Bates 

(a.k.a. SMUG). The silo features a gigantic male Red-capped Robin on the right facing a man's head 

and shoulders on the left. The man is not anybody in particular but represents the hard-working local 

man on the land. A nice touch is the female Red-capped Robin on his right shoulder. Birds also feature 

on the silo in Waikerie on the Murray with the feature being the Regent Parrot. 

 

Murray also reported on an excellent day birding that he and Vicki had at Gluepot Reserve, north of 

Waikerie. They had a tip-off from ‘a dude already there who was camping in the Reserve and had one 

of those humungous lenses on his camera’. He advised them to visit the various tanks where canvas 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/native-animals/native-animal-facts/platypus
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/plants-and-animals/platypus
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troughs about 2 metres above the ground had been set up for the birds. The first two troughs they 

visited were dominated by Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters however ‘the third one we visited was brilliant. 

We got a Weebill, Striated Pardalote, White-fronted Honeyeater, Masked Woodswallow, Red 

Wattlebird, White-eared Honeyeater and male and female Pied Honeyeaters. Above us was a huge 

flock of Masked Woodswallows with a few White browed Woodswallows mixed in.’  

 

 
 

OFNCS Future Speakers and Excursions 

 

12 December Planning meeting – suggestions for the 2020 OFNCS program welcome. 

15 December Christmas party with ECCO. Date to be confirmed. 

 

Subscriptions 

Payment of Annual Subscriptions is now due. Please send your cheque or money order made out to 

"OFNCS" to the Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

  EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

     O F N & Cons Soc Inc:  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name.  

Send confirmation of payment to orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800 or orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com

