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Next Meeting – 8th April, 7.30 pm.  

NPWS Plans for Mt Canobolas SCA 

Speaker - Mr Steve Woodhall, A/Team 

Leader Ranger, Central West Area, NPWS. 

 

Steve will outline National Parks plans for 

improvements and developments within the Mt 

Canobolas SCA. These were announced on 

11th December last year and the first steps have 

already commenced. There will be opportunity 

to ask questions about the different aspects of 

the development. 

 

 
 

Artist’s impression of the summit development. 

 

Next Excursion – 11th April, 9.00am. 

Mt Canobolas SCA with Steve Woodhall. 

Meet at Orange High Bus Bay for car-pooling. 

 

Steve will lead the excursion to the mountain 

where we will visit the sites where the 

developments are planned. There may also be 

time to wander into the bush in some places. 

 

Last Meeting: 11th March, 7.30 pm. 

Autumn Orchids (especially Greenhoods). 

Speaker – Dr Col Bower  

Text by Rosemary Stapleton based on Col’s 

talk, photos Col Bower. 

 

Having been on orchid searches with Col I knew 

we were in for an interesting and informative 

talk. It covered the spectrum from the beauty, 

elegance and wonder of orchids to sex, 

deception, traps, and exploitation! 

 

Before getting into the nitty gritty of the 

Greenhood species Col gave the following 

overview of Australian orchids:  

• 1,698 named species (NSW 558) (Jones 

2021), and between 135-140 species in the 

Central West 

• 90% are endemic to Australia 

• 1,459 are terrestrial, 239 are epiphytes 

• They can be found in flower in any month of 

the year 

• Peak flowering in terrestrial orchids is in 

spring in temperate climates and summer in 

alpine climates 

• However, there is a whole suite of orchids 

that flower in late summer to late winter 

with a peak in autumn  

• These are mainly in the genera Acianthus 

(Gnat Orchids), Corunastylis (Midge 

Orchids), Chiloglottis (Wasp Orchids), 

Corybas (Helmet Orchids) and especially 

the Pterostylidinae (Greenhoods).  

 

Col then showed photos of species within each 

genus that occur locally and talked about how 

they were pollinated. The most common 

autumn flowering orchid is Parson’s Bands 

NEXT MEETING 

 Thursday 8th April, 7.30 pm. 

Nguluway Ngurang Senior Citizens Centre 

North Room  
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm) 

NPWS Plans for Mt Canobolas SCA 

Speaker – Mr. Steve Woodhall 

Committee Meeting at 6.30pm 

NEXT EXCURSION 

Sunday 11th April 

 

Mt Canobolas SCA with Steve Woodhall 

Meet at Orange High Bus Bay at 9.00am. 

 

Details below 

 

Picnic and spotlighting at Federal Falls 

Picnic Area, Mt Canobolas SCA. 

Leader – Nigel Hobden 
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(Eriochilus cucullatus). It’s pollinated by bees 

whereas most other autumn flowering species 

are pollinated by flies.  

 

The most common of the five species of Midge 

Orchids (Corunastylis) found locally is  

C. clivicola often seen in drier areas. Flowering 

in these orchids is stimulated by mid-late 

summer rains. They are pollinated by tiny 

Chloropid and/or Milichiid flies.  Col wondered 

if the Midge Orchids were attracting these flies 

by mimicking the stress chemicals of distressed 

insects. Research has shown this for plants in 

Europe & South America and perhaps it 

happens here? Col’s next photos showed the 

gruesome side of orchid pollination as many of 

these flies are kleptoparasites and feed off larger 

insect predators like Assassin Bugs and Robber 

Flies. 

 

Just to be different the Wasp Orchids 

(Chiloglottis), emit odours to deceive and 

attract male wasps who grab the flower as if it 

was a female wasp.  

 

 

By comparison, the three local species of Gnat 

Orchids (Acianthus) are ‘kindly’ as they 

provide nectar at the base of the labellum for the 

flies that pollinate them. The only species of 

Helmet Orchid, Corybas hispidus, seen locally 

in autumn is also pollinated by flies, perhaps 

mimicking fungi scent. 

 

Col’s real interest is in the Greenhoods, which 

are the most abundant and diverse group of 

autumn orchids. There are two autumn genera:  

• Bunochilus (Tiny Greenhoods), with B. 

rubescens, (Red-tipped Tiny Greenhood) 

being the most common, and  

• Diplodium (Cauline Greenhoods), which 

are widespread in open forests and 

woodland. 

 

The Greenhoods are pollinated by flies and 

some use deception as they emit sex 

pheromones to attract male flies. 

 

Greenhoods are ‘Kettle’ or ‘trap’ flowers that 

temporarily trap insects. Col explained the 

structure of these flowers and how the labellum 

snaps back to enclose the insect for a while at 

the base of the flower. The labellum returns to 

an ‘open’ position after about 20 minutes.  

 

 
A ‘trap’ flower with the labellum ‘triggered’ to 

keep an insect inside the flower. 

 

Some are also ‘window’ flowers that magnify 

light through translucent panels. These panels 

appear to be important in either insect attraction 

or to guide insects out of the trap.  

Backs to the sun for many flowers in a group of 

D. reflexum. 

 

Col presented results of his study to test if 

Diplodium flowers were orienting to the sun. He 

measured the compass angle of 665 flowers of 

Chiloglottis reflexa + Neozeleboria 

proxima. 
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D. reflexum and D. ampliatum in Nangar and 

Caleula range. This showed that on average the 

flowers oriented their backs to the position of 

the sun at approximately 11 am. This may 

maximise the sunlight that passes through the 

translucent panels. He found that the flowers 

did not move with the sun during the day but 

established their direction when growing. 

 

There were many questions following Col’s 

talk. These ranged from their response to fire, 

the impact of grazing, Aboriginal use of orchids 

and why there were so many changes in the 

scientific names of orchids.  

 

Col suggested autumn species were generally 

inhibited by fire or susceptible to fire and that 

the impact of grazing was unknown. Orchids 

were a plant food for Aboriginal people and 

name changes are occurring for orchids due to 

the results of DNA testing.  

 

I’m sure many people felt the same as Jenny 

Stephens who said, ‘I have been interested in 

orchids for many years but learnt so much from 

Col’s talk’. Thanks, Col, for sharing your 

knowledge. 

 

Last Excursion: Sunday 14th March  

Autumn Orchids in Bowhunters Archery 

Reserve and Dixon Long Point Road. 

Text and photos Rosemary Stapleton and Nigel 

Hobden. 

I wondered if the March excursion would ever 

happen. What with several changes of location, 

the forecast of heavy rain and then Col being 

unavailable at the last-minute it seemed 

doomed? Despite low clouds and a few 

sprinkles Nigel Hobden and I decided to go to 

the bus bay and see if anyone else was brave 

enough to look for orchids. Jenny Stephens 

arrived and after a very quick conversation we 

headed out to an area at the Bowhunters Reserve 

that Col had suggested. It is Crown Land on the 

Lower Lewis Ponds Road not far past Clifton 

Grove. 

There was evidence of the heavy overnight 

storms as we drove with flood debris and 

flattened grass along Summer Hill Creek and 

some drenched tents at the Bowhunters 

campsite. However, the bush was refreshed 

from the rain with the lichens and mosses 

showing many colours. The recently shed bark 

and trunks of Brittle Gum (Eucalyptus 

mannifera) seemed to glow in the overcast light. 

 

Eucalyptus mannifera glowing.  

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

Our first orchid was a tiny flower of Eriochilus 

cucullatus (Parson's Bands) and we found them 

scattered throughout the bush. I put a 

grasshopper to flight and when trying to find it 

again through my binoculars I spotted our first 

Midge Orchid, a flower spike of Corunastylis 

sagittiferum. It was fortunate that I had seen 

them in the past on Mt Canobolas and I had a 

magnified view of this one. 

 

Freshly opened Corunastylis sagittiferum to the 

south of the road. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

Both Nigel and Jenny couldn’t believe how tiny 

they were and commented on how easy it would 

have been to miss them.  It didn’t take long for 

us all to ‘get our Midge orchid eyes in’ as we 

found loose groups of plants along the wide 

lower wetter part of the slope. People driving by 

to the Bow Hunters campsite might have 

wondered what was happening as we were on 

our hands and knees or bending to get 

reasonable photos. 
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Jenny Stephens and Nigel Hobden 

photographing Midge Orchids.  

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Many flower spikes had been pollinated and we 

tried to remember what Col had said about their 

pollinators. Were they called Midge Orchids 

because they were pollinated by midges or 

because they were so small?  Nigel spotted an 

even tinier plant that had a red stem and slightly 

different flowers. Perhaps a different species? 

Col later confirmed from the photo below that 

we had found plants of C. clivicola. 

 

Corunastylis clivicola. Photo Nigel Hobden. 

A wander up the rocky slope and into the trees 

didn’t reveal any Greenhood orchids. However, 

there was still lots to look at, refreshed lichen, 

fungi, Orb Weaver spiders, millipedes of 

different colours and a group of plump spitfires 

as well as the stunning variety of barks of the 

eucalypts. 

Before leaving we wandered onto the eastern 

side of Low-Ponds Track and found Horned 

Midge Orchids (Corunastylis sagittiferum) 

including freshly opened flower spikes. 

 

Golden Orb Weaver, female, and tiny male. 

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

We were keen to find some Greenhoods, so 

Jenny suggested a spot along Long Point Road, 

so we headed there. Back at the turn at Clifton 

Grove we were surprised to see low fog over 

Orange. We smiled to think that we had escaped 

it for the day. Another roadside wander looked 

as if we would dip on Greenhoods but finally 

Jenny shouted, ‘I’ve got one’. There were 3 

flowers of Diplodium reflexum, 2 being well 

protected by a shrub.  As it was almost one 

o’clock it was time to head home.  We all agreed 

that looking for orchids in the bush was a much 

better Sunday morning activity than sitting 

inside or doing housework! 

 

Diplodium reflexum. Photo Nigel Hobden. 

Mt. Canobolas SCA Update 

 

Like everywhere in Orange the mountain has 

received lots of rain and on wet days the summit 

is often covered in fog. The autumn orchids are 

starting with flowers of Diplodium aestiva, 

Corybas hispida and Eriochilus cucullatus 

being spotted. 
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On Saturday 20th when walking near the heathy 

area of the Nature Trail Col spotted Quails, 

probably a pair of Stubble Quail, and a White-

throated Needletail swooping low. Both species 

would be new to the species list for the SCA. 

The White-throated Needletail is listed as 

vulnerable under the Commonwealth EPBC Act 

but is considered secure in NSW. 

 

NPWS have been clearing unsafe burnt trees 

along some roads, especially Towac Way. 

 

Canobolas Conservation Alliance Update 

Report by Jenny Medd. 

 

The report “Biodiversity Values and 

Constraints on Development in the Mount 

Canobolas State Conservation Area” has been 

formally released and widely circulated. It also 

received coverage in the local media.  

Importantly, all Orange City and Cabonne Shire 

Councillors, our local MP, and The 

Environmental Factor (Bathurst) have been 

provided with a copy. This gives them the 

opportunity to read it and to take on board the 

wealth of information researched and collated 

in it.  Unfortunately, there are some in public 

office who are not prepared to consider any 

environmental implications.  For anyone who 

has not received a personal copy, please note 

that it is available to download at: 

https://savemtcanobolassca.files.wordpress.co

m/2021/03/mt-canobolas-constraints-report-

final_v2.pdf 

 

 

CCA Committee members and representatives 

of Alliance organisations at the release of the 

Biodiversity Values Report.  L to R - Cilla 

Kinross, Nick King, Col Bower, Andrew 

Rawson, Dick Medd and Helmut Berndt. 

The CCA Committee held Zoom meetings on 

1st and 15th March, with plans underway for 

another face-to-face “Planning Meeting” to 

pursue campaign strategies in early April.  

Contact has been firmly established with both 

Cate Faehrmann (Greens MLC), who 

participated in a meeting, and Kate Washington 

(Labor MP). 

 

A short video has also been produced by the 

Central Australian Aboriginal Media 

Association (CAAMA), featuring an interview 

between Uncle James Williams and Andrew 

Rawson, which can be viewed at: 

https://www.facebook.com/caama.alicesprings/

videos/1783396218495465 

 

The nomination of the SCA as an Area of 

Outstanding Biodiversity Value (AOBV), as 

well as consideration as an Asset of 

Intergenerational Significance, remains 

unresolved, although correspondence is on-

going.  The NCC has also approached Minister 

Kean re the question of AOBVs. 

 

The CCA would welcome new members; in 

particular, any who may be able to share a range 

of skills, contacts, or ideas that would assist in 

the protection of the SCA.  Please check the 

website: https://savemtcanobolassca.com/ for 

information and a membership form.  

 

Aboriginal Dreaming Story of Gaanha-bula 

(Mt Canobolas) as told by Uncle Neil 

Ingram, Wiradjuri Elder 

 

Mt Canobolas has always held special 

significance for the Wiradjuri people, and we 

are pleased that Uncle Neil Ingram has given 

permission to share the dreaming story that was 

passed on to him by his Elders: 

 

“A long time ago there were three brothers. The 

elder brother was Gaanha-bula, the middle 

brother was Wahluu, and the younger brother 

came from Mt Macquarie, near Carcoar. 

Gaanha-bula is the traditional name for Mt 

Canobolas. Gaanha meaning shoulder and bula 

meaning two. Two shoulders. Wahluu is the 

Traditional name for Mt Panorama. It means 

young men's initiation site. 

 

And the story goes like this: 

Gaanha-bula and his brother Wahluu both fell 

in love with a beautiful young woman (Migay). 

Because she showed more interest in Wahluu, 

Gaanha-bula became jealous of his brother and 

challenged him to a spear throwing competition 

- the winner takes the prize and gets to marry 

the young woman. 

https://savemtcanobolassca.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/mt-canobolas-constraints-report-final_v2.pdf
https://savemtcanobolassca.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/mt-canobolas-constraints-report-final_v2.pdf
https://savemtcanobolassca.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/mt-canobolas-constraints-report-final_v2.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/caama.alicesprings/videos/1783396218495465
https://www.facebook.com/caama.alicesprings/videos/1783396218495465
https://savemtcanobolassca.com/
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They lined up a target. Gaanha-bula threw the 

first spear but missed the target. Wahluu then 

threw his spear but also missed the target, even 

though he was closer to the target. 

 

On the second throw they both missed the target 

again. When they had the third throw, Gaanha-

bula got awfully close to the target but Wahluu 

threw his spear and hit the target. 

 

Before Wahluu could turn around to claim his 

prize, Gaanha-bula hit him in the back of the 

head with a club (bundi). Wahluu fell to the 

ground. This made the spirit ancestors angry, 

they made the ground erupt and lava spill out 

over Wahluu's body where he was laying on the 

ground. This is the shape of the mountain (Mt 

Panorama) as it stands today. 

 

Gaanha-bula, full of fear, then fled the site and 

travelled back to his home at Mt Canobolas. The 

spirit ancestors were angry with him, for killing 

his brother. They struck him and made the 

ground erupt and lava poured out over his body 

where he laid, which is a constant reminder of 

what happened. 

 

The moral behind this story is not to hold a 

grudge or jealousy, rage, and anger in your heart 

and not to commit murder against another 

person. 

 

Mt Canobolas is a men's initiation site and a 

place used for corroboree and ceremonies 

(burbung). The Wiradjuri people camped on the 

mountain during these major ceremonies. 

To the Wiradjuri people Mt Canobolas is a place 

of spiritual connection through worship of 

Baiame (the Creator God and Sky Father). 

 

Scatters of stone tools and engravings can be 

found near the peak, along with remnants of 

cultural activities that took place. During the 

cold winter months, possum furs were made 

into cloaks and blankets for warmth. Traditional 

fire burns were used to manage the vegetation 

on the mountain and surrounding area to 

encourage important traditional food and 

medicine growth. 

 

Such dreaming stories are known by some 

Wiradjuri people with a strong traditional 

connection to Orange and Bathurst. The public 

are not aware of these stories. 

 

Mt Canobolas is still a spiritual and significant 

place today for the Wiradjuri people. We need 

to preserve, protect, and respect this special 

place.” 

 

Great Inland Glossy Count – Goobang 

National Park 27th February 2021. 

Text and photos Rosemary Stapleton, with 

additions by Murray Fletcher. 

The opportunity to sit by a dam at dusk and hope 

that some Glossy Black Cockatoos would come 

in to drink was too tempting for this birder to 

resist. One of my first OFNCS experiences was 

doing a count in Goonoo Forest with Murray 

and Vicki. As the surveys were being done in 

Goobang National Park it was even more 

attractive. 

In inland NSW Glossy Black Cockatoos are 

concentrated in woodland and forest areas 

stretching from Parkes to Narrabri. They are 

easily seen with distinctive red markings on 

their tails and an unusual call. 

Glossy Black Cockatoo seen east of Goobang 

National Park in April 2006. Photo R Stapleton. 

As they must drink every day the aim of the 

surveys was to have volunteers stationed at 

many watering points in and around the park to 

try to get an estimate of the population size. It 

was an opportunity to help scientists understand 

more about this threatened bird that is listed as 

vulnerable in NSW. Surveys had been done 

earlier in February in the Pilliga Forests and 

National Park and Goonoo Forest. Only 13 were 

seen in Goonoo as it was far too wet and the 
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Glossy's were spoilt for choice, having access to 

lots of little waterholes. 

Catherine and I travelled to Bumberry Dam to 

the west of the southern part of Goobang 

National Park and meet Libby McIntyre from 

Central Tablelands LLS. Another group, 

including Murray and Vicki, met ranger Jack 

Fry at the Bumberry parking area on the 

Manildra Parkes Road. This group also did 

transect surveys looking for feeding debris and 

trees with suitable nesting hollows before 

heading to a dam.  

Murray reports that ‘we were set up at the edge 

of Bumberry Reserve overlooking a farm dam 

which was close to an area of good Glossy 

Black habitat within the reserve. David Walker 

from Dubbo and Vicki had done a vegetation 

survey at that site. When we settled down to 

watch activity at the dam, Yurick, a barista from 

the Narambla Estate in Orange, and David 

Walker were our companions. Jack Fry had 

seen a couple of Glossy Blacks in the area of 

habitat and Tiffany Mason had also seen three 

birds where she was doing her vegetation 

survey, so we knew they were about. At around 

7.30pm, a pair (female and male) flew past us 

without showing any interest in the farm dam 

and disappeared to our right and that was it. 

Other species of note were a Dollarbird, White-

eared Honeyeater, Rainbow Bee-eaters, a Fan- 

tailed Cuckoo, and a couple of Common 

Bronzewing. Overall, we saw 16 species and 

David said he heard Red-rumped Parrots as 

well, but we missed those’. Murray also reported 

that they faced the challenge of changing a tyre 

that had been slashed by a fallen branch beside 

the fire trail. Luckily, there was mobile 

coverage and Jack, and David came to help.  

We met nine people at Bumberry Dam, 

including a couple from Sydney, some Dubbo 

Field Nats members and several young people 

studying ecology or environmental science. 

Libby split the group and we travelled back to 

Lake Endeavour on the eastern side of 

Goobang. This proved to be a popular picnic 

spot with several parties of 20-30 people 

enjoying barbeques near the dam wall. We 

chose a quieter sandy bank on the southern 

shore and set up with our chairs, nibbles, 

binoculars, and spotting scope for a few quiet 

hours before dark. A quick scan of the shoreline 

showed a Latham’s Snipe, White-faced Heron, 

and a family of Dusky Moorhens. In the 2.5 

hours we saw 18 species but sadly no Glossy 

Blacks. Maybe the noise from hundreds of 

Little Corellas were a disincentive for the 

Glossies? It was certainly good to get away and 

forget the world for a few hours.  

Libby McIntyre and Catherine Stapleton at 

Lake Endeavour. Photo R Stapleton. 

No Glossies were seen in the Wanda Wandong 

section in the North, which had received more 

rain than the southern area of the park. Other 

than the 2 Glossies Murray and Vicki saw in 

the southern Bumberry section another 8 birds 

were reported in this section of the park. 

These surveys will be done for the next few 

years so let’s hope there are more Glossies 

counted next year. The project is funded by the 

NSW Government's Saving our Species 

program and the NSW Environmental Trust and 

is led by Central West Local Land Services in 

partnership with NPWS, NSW Forest Corp, 

Dubbo Field Naturalists, Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy and the landowners and managers 

within these areas.  

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Fungi Workshops – online in early April. Liz 

Davis, from Central Tablelands LLS is 

organising some Fungi Identification 

Workshops with Alison Pouliot. Details are 

below. Alison will be visiting Orange on 15 & 

16 May and doing surveys in Mt Canobolas 

SCA. OFNCS has decided these will replace the 

OFNCS May excursion. 

 

Fungi Discovery Workshop with Alison 

Pouliot – 3 time slots to choose from: 

7 April, 2- 4pm.  

https://www.trybooking.com/BPFDH 

7 April, 7pm – 9pm. 

 https://www.trybooking.com/BPFDQ 

8 April, 10am – 12pm. 

 https://www.trybooking.com/BPHJO 

 

These interactive online sessions introduce 

participants from the Central Tablelands of 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPFDH
https://www.trybooking.com/BPFDQ
https://www.trybooking.com/BPHJO
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NSW to the great diversity of fungi and the 

basics of fungus identification. Bring along a 

specimen to help learn about the pertinent 

diagnostic features. The sessions will review the 

common fungus groups (morphogroups), the 

major parts of a mushroom and the use of other 

senses such as smell, to assist with 

identification. 

 
Fungi found recently on Mt Canobolas.  

Photo Nigel Hobden. 

 

12 April, 10 – 11am. Wild Mushrooming – 

Sustainable Foraging with Alison Pouliot. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPHGB 

Fungi are diverse, delicious but sometimes 

deadly. With interest in foraging for wild food 

on the rise, learning to accurately identify fungi 

reduces both poisoning risk to humans & harm 

to the environment.  

 

11-18 April 2021 -Wild Pollinator Count. 

https://wildpollinatorcount.com/count-

pollinators/ 

Take 10 minutes to watch flowers in your 

garden or local park and take note of what 

insects you see! Look at a flower or group of 

flowers, not necessarily the whole plant. Then 

enter what you’ve seen into their database.  

 

2021 Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys dates,  

17-18 April, 17-18 July, 16-17 October. 

If you are interested contact Malcolm Fyfe on  

(02)4471-8757,  malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com 

 

22/23 May – Nature Conservation Council 

Regional Conference on the South Coast. Date 

and venue to be confirmed. You will probably 

be able to join via Zoom. 

 

22/23 June - Orchid Conservation 

Symposium. The Australian Network for 

Plant Conservation Inc., in collaboration with 

La Trobe University and project partners is 

holding an orchid conservation symposium in 

2021. This online forum aims to increase 

awareness of the ecology and conservation of 

orchids and promote networking. To receive 

updates please subscribe to the mailing list. For 

more information on the project please head to 

their website. 

 

15/16 June – Listening to the Lachlan 

Conference, Forbes. This conference will have 

a scientific bent but will also include speakers 

from all perspectives. It is being organised to 

highlight the consequences to the whole 

Lachlan catchment if the proposal to raise the 

Wyangala Dam wall goes ahead.  

The web address will go live soon. 

 

Snipe Surveys - September 18, November 20, 

January 15 (2022) 

https://lathamssnipeproject.wordpress.com/ 

 

Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook.  It’s been a quiet month. 

 

‘Things with Wings’ 

 

100+ Whistling Ducks and 1 Magpie Goose 

at Canowindra STW dams on 7/3. 

 

White-fronted Honeyeater – glimpsed at 

Orange Botanic Gardens by Stephen Gross on 

7/3. 

 

Nankeen Kestrels – a pair came to sit on the 

railing of the Fire Tower on Mt Canobolas one 

day recently and peered in at Jenny for a bit. 

 

Red-tipped Tiny Greenhood (Speculantha 

rubescens) – seen in the Bumberry section of 

Goobang National Park on 27/2 by the 

Stapleton’s (below) and on 16/3 at Pine Rocks 

by Jenny Stephens. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPHGB
https://wildpollinatorcount.com/count-pollinators/
https://wildpollinatorcount.com/count-pollinators/
https://wildpollinatorcount.com/submit-observations/
mailto:malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com
http://eepurl.com/g_y3jH
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.anpc.asn.au%2Fprojects%2Fpreventing-extinction-in-bushfire-affected-orchids%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce719eff7bd004e9badd408d8be6d28ae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468723362810467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CaopCRluwIFx2WsXDVdSiu4pWHuwoqEXDjZ%2BofuawCY%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.anpc.asn.au%2Fprojects%2Fpreventing-extinction-in-bushfire-affected-orchids%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce719eff7bd004e9badd408d8be6d28ae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468723362810467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CaopCRluwIFx2WsXDVdSiu4pWHuwoqEXDjZ%2BofuawCY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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Creature of the Month 

Eucalyptus canobolensis (Silver-leafed 

Candlebark), Orange’s iconic Eucalypt. 

Text by R Medd. 

 

 
Eucalyptus canobolensis. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

What better way to acknowledge Eucalypt Day 

March 23rd than to celebrate Orange’s iconic 

and majestic species, Eucalyptus canobolensis? 

Silver-leaf Candlebark arose sometime in the 

last 10 million or so years in the ashes from the 

eruptions forming Mount Canobolas. A true 

sub-alpine specialist restricted entirely to the 

rich soils and altitude of the Mount Canobolas 

Volcanic Complex, with its stronghold on the 

slopes above 1,000m. It occurs naturally 

nowhere else on earth. 
 

Its closest relative is thought to be the 

widespread Eucalyptus rubida that occurs from 

the Central Tableland to Tasmania. The genetic 

lineage linking these two, and who knows how 

many others of the 700 plus Eucalypt species, is 

still a mystery which scientists at the University 

of New England hope to solve with their 

molecular studies.  

 

The contrasting silver-grey/bluish foliage, 

smooth white bark and handsome stature of the 

tree gives the vegetation on the mountain its 

own signature character.  

 

 
E. canobolensis regrowth showing the silver-

grey juvenile leaves 12 months after the fire.  

Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Many would also be aware that the species 

constitutes the mountain’s fauna condominium, 

due to its propensity to form hollows. Who, 

when visiting the mountain, isn’t struck by the 

flocks of Sulphur-crested Cockatoos calling you 

out? Just one of the many hollow-nesting bird 

species depending locally on the tree, along 

with a suite of resident gliders and possums 

making this Eucalypt their address. Less well 

appreciated perhaps are the 13 or more species 

of microbats that utilise hollows for roosting 

and breeding, besides feeding among the 

canopies. 

 

A surprise to most would be the Canobolas 

Velvet Worm, another endemic to Mt 

Canobolas, that has much older genetic lineages 

and finds a home in decaying logs of this tree 

species. Silver-leaf Candlebark, a top to bottom 

habitat tree. And who can tell what might be 

going on underground? What utility traditional 

owners made of the species has still to be 

discovered. Currently old growth Eucalypts 

exist on Mt Canobolas with diameters 

exceeding 2 metres. But there is a wondrous 

past judging by the size of the stump pictured, 

suggesting a less than flattering heritage since 

European arrival. 
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Little wonder that Eucalyptus canobolensis is 

gazetted a threatened species under both State 

and Commonwealth legislation. This emblem 

of the mountain is the subject of a Saving Our 

Species program, aimed to ensure its survival 

for at least the next 100 years.  

You can find more detail at: 

https://savemtcanobolassca.com/the-

sca/biodiversity/threatened-species/ 

 

Ancient Eucalyptus canobolensis stump. Photo R Medd. 

 

 

2021 membership is now due. Please pay by EFT or to Dick at a meeting. Details of fees are below. 
 

Annual Subscriptions. To join please send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the 

Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

    O F N & Cons Soc Inc.  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name and send confirmation to 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800  
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