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Once again people have generously sent 

information for the newsletter and others have 

paid their membership. Thanks! 

 

Committee News: it’s again been a quiet time 

with no issues for the committee to deal with. 

CWEC Meeting Report  

R Stapleton, OFNCS representative to CWEC. 

 

For those who don’t know, CWEC is an 

umbrella network of district environment 

groups in the Central West.  Member groups 

are based in Orange, Bathurst, Dubbo, 

Lithgow, Mudgee, Rylstone, and other parts of 

the region. It provides the opportunity for 

groups to share their experiences, swap 

campaigning tips, get help and advice and to 

socialise. CWEC is also active in making 

submissions on key environmental issues. 

 

The AGM and ordinary meeting were Zoomed 

on 5th April. The following people were elected 

unopposed: 

• Cilla Kinross, President/Public Officer and 

Nick King, Secretary, both from Orange.  

• Bev Smiles (Mudgee), Vice President. 

• Cathy Marchant (Oberon), Treasurer. 

Paul Meeth, who had been Treasurer and 

Public Officer since CWEC was formed stood 

down from these positions. 

 

Once again water, mining and climate change 

were the main issues for groups.  

 

For water, the concerns were: 

• the proposal for a reregulating weir on the 

Macquarie River at Gin-Gin which will 

capture flows from below Burrendong 

Dam for irrigation. 

• the inappropriate handling of the first 

flows to the Darling following recent rain. 

• diversion of water from the Macquarie and 

Summer Hill Creek by Orange Council. 

Mining issues related to the Regis Mine at 

Blayney and the Angus Place coalmine 

extension at Lithgow. It was also noted that the 

NSW Minister for Mining, Mr Barilaro, has 

established an organisation whose aim is to 

increase mining exploration in regional areas 

as an employment strategy. This is to counter 

layoffs due to the drought and COVID. It links 

to water issues as mines have been guaranteed 

access to water during the drought. 

 

Groups in Bathurst and Orange are working 

with partners to act on climate change. The 

Mudgee Environment Group is talking to local 

organisations about the transition away from a 

dependence on coal. 

 

Other than the issues above, CWEC agreed to 

make submissions to the NSW Independent 

Bushfire Enquiry and on the review of the 

Commonwealth Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act.  

 

Impact of COVID 19 

 

OFNCS talks, meetings and excursions have 

been cancelled indefinitely.  

 

We’ll be guided by government regulations 

as to when to meet again.  

 

Newsletter – a monthly newsletter will still 

be produced. If you have something 

interesting to share please email to: 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Facebook – Jenny Pratten would also like 

photos and items for Facebook. Please email 

Jenny at gopratto2014@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
mailto:gopratto2014@gmail.com
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Mushroom Discovery Workshops 

Report R Stapleton. 

 

The current restrictions on gatherings didn’t 

deter Liz Davis, from Central Tablelands LLS, 

from organising these workshops with 

Mushroom expert Alison Pouliot. It was 

offered via Jitzi on several dates and some 

OFNCS members joined in. Alison took us 

through the key features of mushrooms and 

what to look for where they are growing. All 

your senses are involved as you need to look, 

touch, and smell a mushroom to identify it but 

certainly not eat it until you know exactly what 

species it is. We were able to see what Alison 

was describing as she had many examples 

close by. She also helped us identify the 

specimens we had brought along. 

 

I asked those OFNCS members who I knew 

had participated to provide feedback about the 

workshop. We all agreed with Robert’s 

comment that ‘Alison Pouliot is an excellent 

presenter with an astounding knowledge of her 

subject. Unlike some scientists, she has a 

natural talent for imparting the enthusiasm 

and passion which she has for fungi of all 

shapes, sizes and smells.’  

 

Robert went on to say ‘The big take home 

message for me was the importance of 

describing the following when trying to 

identify a fungus: habitat, substrate, 

morphology, smell and habit. A multimodal 

approach is paramount.’  For Nigel, the 

takeaway message from the workshop was ‘the 

need to look around the fungi and see the 

association, i.e. the vegetation composition as 

many fungi have a species specific host. It’s a 

fascinating and colourful world with fungi 

performing a number of major roles, from 

breaking down deadwood, to disposing of bark 

or other organic material and assisting 

vegetation in a myriad of ways.’   

 

I was surprised that quite a few of the 

participants in the session I attended were 

foragers. They were interested in mushroom 

identification to distinguish between the edible 

and poisonous ones. Alison pointed out that for 

several species it is quite difficult to tell the 

difference and advised when in doubt don’t 

eat! For Alyssa ‘the workshop was very 

valuable in understanding how complex and 

fascinating the world of fungi is, and also how 

dangerous foraging can be if you don’t know 

your stuff! I was also glad to get an ID on 

some species I’ve noticed and wondered 

about.’ She sent the photo below and said 

‘attached are photos of Gymnophilus junonius  

(Spectacular Rustgill). I regularly see it 

growing out of and near rotting pine stumps in 

local state forests.’ And it is poisonous. 

 

Nigel sent the example below of a 

‘Spectacular Rustgill in situ assisting in the 

decay of bark shed from the root crown of a 

Eucalypt, no harm to the tree’.  

 

In his comments on the workshop Nigel added 

interesting details about bracket fungi from a 

review of the literature and research papers 

that he has done. He said ‘the new science 

around bracket fungi, damage to trees and 

compartmentalization is astounding. In the 

80/90s arboriculture teaching practically said 



3 

 

 

if a tree has bracket fungi then it's dangerous 

and should be removed; knowledge now is 

contesting this as fungi are very important in 

hollow formation and therefore creating 

habitat for hollow dependant avifauna and 

arboreal mammals. As we know it takes in 

excess of 80 to 100 years to form a hollow, 

let's leave the fungi to perform their tasks and 

create habitat for future generations’.’ 

A bracket fungus on Mt Canobolas probably 

helping to form a hollow. Photo R Stapleton. 

 

Alison also touched on Aboriginal use of 

fungi. One example was the use of a species of 

bracket fungus as a fuel and a light source as it 

burns slowly and gives off light. 

 

I’m sure we will all now look at mushrooms 

very differently and not only appreciate their 

beauty and diversity but also the important role 

they play in the environment.  

 

This diversity is demonstrated by the pages of 

photos with the newsletter. Jenny Medd has 

photographed the fungi she has seen during her 

walks on their Nashdale property during 

lockdown. Thanks for sharing them Jenny. 

 

Liz provided these useful links to help with 

fungi identification: 

A guide to common fungi of the Hunter-

Central Rivers region: 
https://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_fil

e/0009/516807/guide-to-common-fungi-hcr.pdf 
Guide to surveying fungi in Australia: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309205

423_Guide_to_Surveying_Fungi_in_Australia 

Fungi map Australia: https://fungimap.org.au/ 

Alison Pouliot: https://alisonpouliot.com/ 

Aboriginal use of fungi: 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/fungi/aboriginal.html 

 

Mt Canobolas Update 

Compared to last month there is not a lot to 

report however Jenny Medd has ‘gone down 

many wombat holes’ to bring us an interesting 

article on the history of ‘the Canobolas’.  

Mt Canobolas History – Part 1 

Research and text by Jenny Medd. 

 

Following the disastrous bushfire of February 

2018, which burned across some 70% of the 

Mount Canobolas State Conservation Area, 

our NPWS Ranger and his colleagues 

welcomed assistance from local volunteers into 

planning for the recovery and future 

monitoring of this Reserve.  This was partly as 

a result of reactions to a proposed development 

of dedicated mountain bike trails throughout 

the SCA, and largely due to the limited 

resources available to the NPWS.  

 

It was apparent that little was recorded or 

collated in the public domain regarding the 

background history of the mountain complex. 

So began this attempt to trace the chronology 

of settlement and developments on and in the 

nearby surrounds of Mt Canobolas.  Source 

material has been limited, with heavy use made 

of newspaper and government gazette searches 

on Trove and reference to digitised Historical 

Parish Maps of the area.  It is an incomplete 

story and what follows is only a summary of 

the earliest parts.   

 

Some years ago, The Orange Regional 

Museum produced a resource document which 

I understand accompanied an exhibition about 

the mountain.  It can be sourced on-line at  

http://www.orangemuseum.com.au/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/Mt-

Canobolas_Complete.pdf and provides a broad 

and interesting  overview of the mountain. 

 

Historical Parish Maps are also available on-

line at https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/ and provide 

quite a good deal of information.  The earliest 

accessible maps covering the Mount 

Canobolas complex are dated 1883 (1st ed.) for 

the parish of Towac;1884 (3rd ed.) for the 

Parish of Canobolas; 1895 (3rd ed.) for the 

Parish of Waldegrave and 1896 (2nd ed.) for 

the Parish of Orange.  Newspaper articles 

collected from Trove go back to the early 

1830s; however, research is confounded by 

spelling variations [Canobla / Conobla / 

Connobola] along with synonymous names for 

creeks in particular.  

 

Probably the earliest official mapping of 

Mount Canobolas and the country to the east 

was carried out by Surveyor James Bryn 

Richards in 1828-29, the map now held in the 

NSW Archives Office (Map no. 1363). 

Richards records features labelled “Mt. 

https://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/516807/guide-to-common-fungi-hcr.pdf
https://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/516807/guide-to-common-fungi-hcr.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309205423_Guide_to_Surveying_Fungi_in_Australia
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309205423_Guide_to_Surveying_Fungi_in_Australia
https://fungimap.org.au/
https://alisonpouliot.com/
https://www.anbg.gov.au/fungi/aboriginal.html
http://www.orangemuseum.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Mt-Canobolas_Complete.pdf
http://www.orangemuseum.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Mt-Canobolas_Complete.pdf
http://www.orangemuseum.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Mt-Canobolas_Complete.pdf
https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
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Burranoor” (Mt Canobolas), “Guididega” 

(Young Man Canobolas), “Teouhuc” (Mt 

Towac) and an unnamed peak near the 

“Molong Rivulet” (Watts Pinnacle).  A 

diagram of the ‘NSW Bathurst District Lands 

granted’, from 1829, identifies “Canoblas” on 

the western margin of the diagram - this is the 

earliest use of the name found in my research.  

In the same year, the name Blackman’s Swamp 

was first used for the village reserve that 

became Orange in 1846. 

 

The story of local Aboriginal occupation, their 

use and management of the Mountain and its 

surrounds is sketchy, with little knowledge 

shared in the public domain, and early 

European reporting of Aboriginal culture and 

practices mostly suffering from a biased 

viewpoint.  There is no doubt that many 

artefacts, unearthed since the days when the 

Aboriginal people lived freely in the district, 

have found their way into private collections as 

well as to the Australian Museum. (Note – it is 

now illegal to remove and collect artefacts.) 

 

The 2019 Plan of Management for the Mt 

Canobolas State Conservation Area states ‘The 

cultural landscape of the park is part of the 

Country of the Wiradjuri People. The name 

Canobolas comes from the Wiradjuri words 

gaanha bulla meaning ‘two shoulders’, 

referring to the two main peaks, Old Man 

Canobolas (Mount Canobolas) and Young 

Man Canobolas. Mount Canobolas is a major 

Wiradjuri ceremonial site. Dreaming stories 

are known by some people with a strong 

traditional connection to Orange but these are 

not in the public domain.’ 

 

The first reported naming of the Range was 

back in 1815 when Assistant Government 

Surveyor, George Evans, sighted “high distant 

mountains to the north west” on Tuesday 23rd 

May, on his journey that day between Mount 

Lachlan (near Carcoar) and Lyndhurst.  The 

highest peak, “one with a flat top”, he named 

Jamison’s Table Mountain.  Anyone 

travelling between Bathurst (proclaimed on 7th 

May 1815) and the Wellington Valley (named 

by John Oxley in 1817) continued to skirt 

around the Canobolas Range. 

 

It would appear that in the 1820s, W.C. 

Wentworth and Benjamin Boyd were among 

the first squatters at Boree (or Buree as it was 

first called), in an area outside the bounds of 

“civilized settlement”, the run later described 

as extending from Mt Canobolas and Borenore 

in the east to beyond Toogong in the west. 

It wasn’t until 1835 that Major Thomas 

Mitchell, on his journey to explore the Darling 

River, records his ascent of the mountain on 

April 6th.  While he is credited with the first 

ascent of the mountain, that should probably 

be amended to the “first notable European 

personality” to ascend.  Undoubtedly, not only 

had the Aboriginal people roamed the 

mountain, but shepherds would have been 

tending flocks across the range for much of the 

previous decade. 

 

Recent local histories record that “Boree 

Cabonne”, in the 1830s, was part of a tract of 

land leased by W.C. Wentworth and a Captain 

Raine. This is corroborated in the entry for 

Thomas Raine (1793-1860) in The Australian 

Dictionary of Biography which indicates his 

establishment of “Boree Station” followed the 

building of “Rainham” in Bathurst in 1832. 

“Mr. Raine’s station at Boree” is also noted in 

an article in the Sydney Herald of Monday 18th 

August 1834.  “Boree (or Buree) Station” was 

later sub-divided and the original homestead 

became “Boree Cabonne”.  Major Mitchell’s 

1836 expedition, as recorded in his diary notes, 

visited “Buree Station”, where Captain Raine 

was “to furnish oxen and sheep to complete my 

[Mitchell’s] commissariat supplies”.  

 

In November 1841, a distinguished 

Englishman, John Hood, reported visiting his 

son Thomas, whose property was “14 miles 

from Boree, and the sheep runs extend to the 

towering top of the Connobolas”.  At that time 

the Molong Rivulet divided the colony “from 

the wilderness which however, is settled by 

stockholders nearly two hundred miles further 

to the west. …and the Canobalas range was the 

haunt of bushrangers”.  
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Hood also notes in his descriptions of the 

surrounding eucalypt forests that “many are 

charred and black in the stem, from the fires of 

the natives, and the conflagrations of the 

forest”.  He records an extensive drought 

throughout the summer of 1841/42 and a major 

bushfire on Canobolas in late summer (mid-

March perhaps), and comments that the 

eucalypts found on the slopes of the mountain, 

especially ironbark and stringybark, were 

“most useful to Europeans for timber and bark 

used in building, bush furniture and post and 

rail fencing”. These “pioneer days” are also 

referred to in an article in the Sydney Morning 

Herald in 1913 (Saturday 26th April, “The Old 

Man. Canoblas views”, by C.T.) suggesting 

“the country surrounding was [once] a dense 

forest, consisting largely of gigantic gums. 

Mobs of wild horses made tracks through the 

forest, and took refuge in the mountain 

gorges”. 

 

During the 1850s the land west of Orange was 

steadily carved up. Prior to this, only annual 

“Licences to Depasture Stock beyond the 

limits of location” were granted.  In 1850 

Government Gazette notices listed numerous 

portions of Crown Land within the “settled 

districts” for lease by auction. The portions 

were still within the County of Wellington, 

parishes unnamed, some identified as “near the 

Canoblas” with boundaries often referenced to 

Molong Rivulet or Boreenore Creek. 

Following gold discoveries in the region, 

geological surveys were carried out in 

1851/52.  Notable on the early Parish maps is 

the broad area of Crown Land dedicated to the 

“Cargo Gold Fields” which reached right 

across the western slopes of Mount Canobolas. 

 

1861 saw the introduction of the Robertson 

Land Act which transformed land ownership in 

NSW. The long-established monopoly of the 

squatter-pastoralist ceased, with closer 

settlement of pastoral lands planned to increase 

farming and agricultural development.  

 

In 1867 Surveyor Isaiah Rowland reportedly 

cleared the top of the main peak of timber – a 

plateau of about 10 acres – and the “County 

boundaries of Ashburnham, Wellington and 

Gordon were by him clearly defined by clay 

cuts and pegs.  In later years, another surveyor 

erected a cairn of stones on the summit. In the 

centre of the cairn is an upright post holding up 

two circular metal plates showing the exact 

direction of the county boundaries”.   The 

article reporting this development also 

included the observation that “the Canoblas 

range in time of drought has been the pasture 

ground of many thousands of sheep”. 

 

 

This is part of the Canobolas Parish Map of 26 August 1884 with ‘notes’ added until it was 

superseded on 7th January 1898. It shows the western portion of the Recreation Reserve, the Cargo 

Gold Field, proclaimed on 7th September 1889, and the Boree Nyrang Run.  

Available from https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/ 

 

https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/
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Water was always a prime consideration in the 

opening up of these western lands and Mount 

Canobolas was recognized as a water source 

very early on, with numerous springs identified 

on its slopes.  In 1876 some 1,920 acres had 

been reserved on the south-eastern section of 

the mountain (in Towac Parish) where it was 

proposed to construct a dam for Orange’s 

water supply.  An area on the western slope of 

the mountain’s peaks was reserved “For 

Recreation” in 1885.  Together these two areas 

begin the evolution of today’s State 

Conservation Area.  

 

At that time there were two steam sawmills 

operating, one on Mr Watt’s property, while 

the other was run by Smith and Plowman in 

Devil’s Hole. 

 

Greater plans for the mountain were to 

follow…. To be continued. 

 

Nature News from Mt. Canobolas 

 

Dr Anne Kerle has looked at a selection of the 

acrobatic rodents whose images were captured 

at 3 sites following the November fauna 

surveys. Most were the introduced Black Rat, 

(Rattus rattus) or House Mouse (Mus 

musculus). However, Anne identified the one 

pictured below as a native species the Bush Rat 

(Rattus fuscipes) because of ‘its shorter tail and 

larger ears.’ One of the photos at another site 

was also probably a Bush Rat. There has been 

1 other camera trap sighting of this species in 

the SCA and if more fauna surveys are held it 

would be good to find a Bush Rat in a trap.  

 

News on the results from the fauna survey will 

be in the newsletter when the final report is 

circulated.  

 

The recent rain continues to stimulate growth, 

particularly among the shrubs in the heathy 

areas that were badly burnt. The growth may 

slow a little now with the freezing 

temperatures.  

Things have been quiet on the orchid front. 

Rosettes of Greenhoods (Diplodium reflexum 

and D. aestivum) and Corybas leaves have now 

been found in places where none were found 

on one of the initial autumn orchid searches.  

 

Microbat Monitoring on Farms 

 

We are often unaware of the creatures and 

biodiversity that surround us. The Central 

Tablelands Landcare Group sought to shine 

some light on unseen biodiversity by 

investigating what microbats were present on 

farms in the area. Sally Kirby, Landcare 

Support Officer said, in the Landcare 

Newsletter, that they aimed to engage 

landholders in native vegetation management 

and revegetation on their properties to enhance 

and protect habitat for native species. 

Microbats are important as there are 37 

microbat species thought to occur in the 

Central Tablelands, 12 of them listed as 

threatened species, largely due to habitat loss.  

 

COVID prevented a workshop being held 

however three landholders were able to have 

Anabat recording devices (below) placed on 

their land. These were at Cilla’s place north 

west of Orange, and several sites west and east 

of Molong, including on the Bell River. 

 

5,000 calls were recorded over nine nights 

from 22nd March to 19th April. Ecologist 

Marg Turton identified 12 species, 3 of which 

are listed as vulnerable under the NSW or 

Commonwealth Biodiversity Conservation 

legislation. These were the Large Bent-winged 

Bat (Miniopterus orianae oceanensis), 

Southern Myotis (Myotis Macropus), and the 

Large-eared Pied Bat (Chalinolobus dwyeri).  

 

Landholders were given this opportunity as 

part of a revegetation project, Planned 

Woodland Pathways, funded by the NSW 

Environment Trust.  
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Dates for your Diary 

 
13th June - Nature Conservation Council 

Regional Conference 9.00am to 5.00pm by 

Zoom on your computer or mobile phone.  

 

This is being co-hosted by CWEC and the 

program will have a focus on water and other 

issues pertinent to this area. The interesting 

range of speakers includes: 

• Matt Kean, NSW Environment Minister 

• Kate Washington, NSW Labor 

Spokesperson for the Environment  

• Mel Gray from Healthy Rivers Dubbo, 

currently mounting a campaign against the 

proposed Macquarie River Re-Regulator 

Storage 

• Phil O’Connor, Mayor of Brewarrina who 

blew the whistle on illegal upstream 

irrigators 

• William “Badger” Bates, Barkandji Native 

Title Group Aboriginal Corporation board 

member, will discuss Native Title and 

engagement issues, traditional knowledge 

and application, Wilcannia crime and river 

health links. 

 

Tickets are $11.65. You can still register at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2020-

regional-conference-tickets-103488587150 

 

Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook. Members have been taking time to 

head out at this time. 
 

Orchids 

More species of Greenhoods have been found 

and Col comments ‘all the Greenhoods are out 

this autumn’.  

 

Diplodium striatum, Striped Greenhood. Col 

reports that ‘a few weeks ago I went looking 

for Diplodium striatum in Canobolas State 

Forest and found it in the same place I saw it 

decades ago. There were 6 flowers and five 

buds. It is a very uncommon species, with few 

records in NSW’. PlantNet shows only 3 

records, although there are more records for 

Victoria.  

 

Diplodium truncatum, Little Dumpies.  

Michael Pogson’s partner Claire found this 

greenhood when walking in the Eldorado 

Reserve in the South Mullion Range along 

Ophir Road. Michael took the photo and sent it 

to Col for identification. 

 

Striped Greenhood. Photo Col Bower. 

 

Little Dumpies. Photo Michael Pogson. 

 

‘Things with Wings’  

The birds are still rather quiet. Those of 

interest have been: 

 

• Golden Whistler pair along Old 

Canobolas Road. 

• Flame Robin at The Walls Lookout, Mt 

Canobolas, a threatened species. 

• An ‘extended family group’ of 20 Crested 

Pigeons at the Medds place at Nashdale. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2020-regional-conference-tickets-103488587150
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2020-regional-conference-tickets-103488587150
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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• Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos in 

Somerset Park, Orange. Spotted and 

photographed by Col feeding on planted 

River Sheoaks! 

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. Photo Col 

Bower. 

 

Creature of the Month   
 

Purple Copper Butterfly – (Paralucia 

spinifera) or Bathurst Copper Butterfly 

Purple Copper Butterfly. Photo, Allan Wray, 

Senior Land Services Officer. 

 

Colleen Farrow, from Central Tablelands LLS, 

suggested the Purple Copper Butterfly as a 

good Creature of the Month. Colleen provided 

details of the recent exciting find of an 

abundant gathering of Purple Copper Butterfly 

caterpillars at a location that has had no 

recorded sightings since 2009. 

The Environment NSW website gives the 

following information about the Purple Copper 

Butterfly. 

The purple copper butterfly is one of 

Australia's rarest butterfly species and is only 

found in the Central Tablelands of NSW. Its 

habitat is restricted to a few small pockets of 

native vegetation at elevations above 900 

metres between Bathurst, Oberon, and 

Lithgow. 

It is a small butterfly with a thick body, and a 

wingspan of only 20-30 millimetres. The upper 

sides of its wings are black or deep brown, 

with a bronze or green iridescence when 

they're sunning. The undersides of its wings 

are patterned with subtle brown, black, and 

grey. Its black antennae are dotted with white 

spots and terminate with a black tip.  

 

Adult males fly rapidly at about 1 metre from 

the ground and rest in the sun with their wings 

parted. Females fly less rapidly and tend to 

stay closer to the host plant. Adults usually fly 

on warm cloudless days in September, around 

the middle of the day (10am to 3pm). Larvae 

can be found crawling up blackthorn stems and 

feeding on the leaves from 10pm to 5am 

between November and January.  

The purple copper butterfly feeds exclusively 

on a form of blackthorn (Bursaria spinosa 

subspecies lasiophylla). The butterfly's life 

cycle relies on a 'mutualistic' relationship with 

the ant Anonychomyrma itinerans, and on the 

presence of blackthorn. 

After mating, the female lays her eggs on 

blackthorn bushes or adjacent debris near nests 

of the attendant ants. During the 14 to 17 days 

they take to hatch, the attendant ants constantly 

patrol the blackthorn. As the larvae hatch and 

mature, the attendant ants keep them 

underground in their nest during the day, 

shepherding them out at night to continue 

grazing on the blackthorn leaves. The ants' 

efforts are rewarded with a sugary honeydew 

from a gland on the larvae's backs.  

When fully grown, the larvae return to the ants' 

nest to pupate from January until the butterflies 

emerge between August and November (later 

at high altitudes). 

The location where the caterpillars were found 

was one of a number of trial treatment sites 

where strategic ecological burns were 

conducted three years ago on small 5 metre by 

5 metre patches of blackthorn. 

The aim of the cool burn technique is to 

promote the regrowth of native blackthorn and 

to reduce competition from grasses and weeds. 

The low temperature burns singe the mature 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/native-animals/native-animal-facts/purple-copper-butterfly
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bush without destroying the plant, prompting 

regeneration and new soft leaf growth which is 

believed to be particularly appealing to the 

young caterpillars. 

Ants shepherding the caterpillar of the Purple 

Copper Butterfly. Photo, Allan Wray, Senior 

Land Services Officer. 

 

Mr Wray said that the sighting of so many 

caterpillars was a great result for everyone who 

has worked tirelessly on this experimental 

project over the years. 

“It’s quite encouraging to see these high 

numbers of caterpillars where we’ve not seen 

them in a decade,” Mr Wray said. “The 

strategic burns promoted fresh regrowth and 

improved the general health of the shrubs 

which in turn should enrich vital habitat for the 

Purple Copper Butterfly. It’s a positive start to 

the life cycle and we’re all looking forward to 

September when the butterflies typically 

emerge and take flight.” 

For more information about the Purple Copper 

Butterfly and native vegetation and remnant 

habitat enhancement, contact Allan Wray at 

Central Tablelands LLS on 02 6333 2318. 

Coral Fungi from Hai Wu 

 
 

 

Websites to check while indoors.   Do you have a website/webcam to recommend? Just let me know.  

 

You can check the animal cams at Taronga Zoo; the seal, elephants and two tiger enclosures. 

https://taronga.org.au/taronga-tv#animallivecams 

 

Bush Blitz website https://bushblitz.org.au/introducing-an-expedition-for-everyone/. 

 

Subscriptions 

Payment of the 2020 Annual Subscriptions is now due. Please send your cheque or money order made 

out to "OFNCS" to the Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

  EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

     O F N & Cons Soc Inc:  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name.  

Send confirmation of payment to orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800 or orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

https://taronga.org.au/taronga-tv#animallivecams
https://bushblitz.org.au/introducing-an-expedition-for-everyone/
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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