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NEXT MEETING
Thursday 14" October, 7.30 pm.

Mossesand their close relations
Speakeri Alison Downing

Presentation by Zoom
No Committee Meeting

NEXT EXCURSION
Sunday I7'" October.
Mullion Range, Leader Nigel Hobden

Details below

Next Meetingi 14" October, 7.30 pm

Mosses andtheir close relations liverworts
and hornworts i more important in the
environment than you may realise.

Speaker i Alison Downing, Department of
Biological Sciences, Macquarie University

Mosses are small plants, usually overlooked
and often exquisitely beautiful. They play a
major role in many ecosystems, stabilizing
deserts, humidifying rainforest canopies andg
sequestering carbon in arctic peat bogs. Mour
Canobolas has a great diversifymosses, from
arid zone to alpine speciekiverworts and
hornwortswill also be mentioned

The mos€eratodon purpureus

Photo Alison Downing.
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Alison, from Sydney, was to visit Orande
give her talk and then lead a bryophyte survey
in Mt Canobolas SCA. Unfortunatelfovid

happened so she has agreed to give her talk by

Zoom.

This talk is for OFNCS members only. You
must registerby Tuesday 12 October by
emailingorangefieldnats@gmail.cam

A Zoom link will be sentcloser to the date
those who register

Next Excursion i Sunday 1I7*" October.
Mullion Range, Leader Nigel Hobden.
Meet at Orange High BusBay at 9 am.

It would seem that the Covid Roadmap will
allow an excursion to go ahead tgrto20 fully
vaccinated peopleCarpooling is permittetdut

it is at the discretion of the driver. Masks must
be worn when carpooling. On the excursion,
please observe socialstincing rules and hand
hygiene.

Pl ease dondt c¢ o meu have
been inany of the local government areas that
have stay at home restrictions in place.

Nigel is going to check out different areas of the
Mullion Range in the nexteekandwill choose

a location that is interestingccessibleand not
too difficult to walk aroundThe actual location
will be emailed a few days beforehailease
bring water and your lunch as well as insect
repellent.lt would also be wise to weaorig
trousers anénclosed shoes.

at

Please register for the excursion

orangefieldnats@gmail.com

OFNCS Committee News

Submission writing has been the main action of
the Committee this mont®ne to Orange City
Council (OCC) requesting retention othree
mature eucalypts in a subdivision in North
Orange. Council staff alsomade this
recommendtionand the trees have been saved.
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Another submission wasto the Natural
Resources Access Regulatpninting out the
significant environmental impact of Stage 2 of]
OCC6bs East Orange (
Stormwater Harvesting proposal. Thigl have
serious consequences the amount and types
of flows in Blackmans Swamp Creek and
Summer Hill Creek. Both aralready stressed
systems. The other submission was as
signatory on a submission on the Lachlan
Regional Water Sharing Plan.

The Committee has agreed that, due to Covig
business will be dealt with by email or online.

Mt Canobolas Update
Those fortunate to live in Cabonne Shire have

been able to go to Mt Canobolas while those of

us in Orange have been in lockdowyeet soil
and high winds have felled many fire
weakened trees across the mounthiis quite
a shock f or peenpolthe
mountain for several monthSarlier in the
monthCabonneCouncib s r eque st
relief for snow damageasgranted some of
which must have been for damagetloe roads
on Mt Canobolas
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Reportsfrom several memberare that b is
prety quiet on the mountain #lough some
Hovea,Hardenbergiaand reathare flowering.
On the summit there is full flowering
Cryptandraas well as Phebalium out
already. The Stackhousiaand some orchids
have budded up butrenot yet in flower.

Hoveaheterophylla. Photo Jenny Medd.

Most readers will be aware by now that the
Guidelines fointerpreting the scientific criteria
for AOBVs have finally been published by the
Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment The nomination for Mt

Canobolas S A wi || be it he

progressedo.

B |Irethe lkash2nmosths ABdresv anal ) have recorded
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two new artefact sites on the Aboriginal
Heritage Information Management System.
This brings to 21 the number of new sitésat
we have recorded.

There are exciting preliminary findings from
the May Fungi Foray, organised by Liz Davis,
from the Central Tablelands LLS. Some
specimens are still to be identified however it is
possible thabver 4 specieghat have not been
found in the SCA before werepllected. This
demonstrates that there is much to be karn
about the species and ecology of Mt Canobolas.

Both Towac Picnic area and the Waldle still
fenced off. Ranger Jack Fry habeen ce
ordinatingthe design of new signs for ti&CA,
and gheyeare @linostbcempletddie reports that
the estimatedumberof visitors to the SChas

f adncreagddhgamn gotjustrover 200,000 the last

12 months The bulk of this visitation was
before the lockdown.

News just in from Hai, who was walking in the
SCA on * October, and noticed @aladenia
fitzgeraldii flowering.

Canobolas Conservation Alliance Update

Report by Jenny Medd.

The last Committee meeting on

Zoom was held onthe 6" °f m
September The following day

Andrew Rawson, representing

the CCA, took advantage of the

Orange City Council 6s
invitation for people to address concerns to
Council at their regular monthly meeting, again
via Zoom His questions (which can be read at:
https://savemtcanobolassca.com/2021/09/10/qu
estionsto-councithow-muchmoreratepayers
moneyfor-mountainbike-pipe-dream)  were
copied in a followup letter 6 CEO David
Waddell and all th€ouncilors After 3 weeks,

at the time of collating this newsletter, there has
been no response received and no release of
documents.

All OFNCS Members should have received the
first CCA Fact Sheet which was compiled
mid-September and is available to all under a
new Tab for inPubl
CCAbs first OMonthly
wider membership informeid also there

op
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Orange Daybreak Rotary Club have
participated in a Zoom presentation of Andrew
Rawss onds talk on the
biking in the SCA, which again was well
received. The Club is also interested in hearin
about the talk on the postfire Aboriginal
artefactfinds.

You can always keep abreast of CCA activities
by following Save Mt Canobolas SCA on
Facebook, or via the website:
https://savemtcanobolassca.com/

b

Peregrine News
Reportand photdoy Cilla Kinross.

Our peregrine family in the water tower is
incubating three eggs this year and so far, s
good. Hatch date is expected to be from abol
5th October. Although the female peregrine
(Diamond)does most of the incubation, the
male (Xavier) does his part dog the dayand
seems to really enjoy itde did a four hour stint
the other day! The female alone incubates
during the night.

At this time, both adults are hunting and there i
little prey coming to the boxThat will change
once the chicks arrive, hower, with prey
(almost always birds) being brought in several
times a day.

FalconCan l"roijccf. Orange NSW

Copyright, Sturt Universityl

To keep upto-date with head

family,
to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbPu_rc

U79c

If reading this in hard print, usesearch engine
and put rBoxécam, FalconcamrBject'.

Dates for your Diary
Many activities have been postponed due to th
Covid situation.

18-22 October- NSW Bird Atlasers Camp at
Nyngan.https://www.nswhbirdatlassers.org.au/

Postponed.Myth busting the Mountain. A
new date for thePublic Forum about Mt
Canobolas SCAwill be set oncethe Covid
situationis clearer
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18-24 Octoberi Aussie Backyard Bird
Count. https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/

22-25 October- Great Southern BioBlitz.
Details in future from Orang@€ity Council.

6 November- Nature Conservation Council
AGM. Registration to be apbserver closes on
Friday 22nd October 2021. To registeopy
this link:
https://www.eventbrite.comuge/nature
conservatiorcouncitannualconference2021-
tickets167417729937

and if you require support, phone 9516 1488.

10, 11, 12 Novembert Central West
Councils Environment and Waterways
Alliance Conference.

The theme is Conservation in Actiorclimate,
bushfires, wildlife.

Postponed ©® 1516 February 2022 i
Listening to the Lachlan Conference, Forbes.
Detailshere.

2022 Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys

If you are interested contact Malcolm Fyfe on
(02)44718757, malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com
Sadly,the2021Springsurveys were cancelled
Dates for 2022 ar&2/13 February; 23/24 April;
23/24 July; 15/16 October.

Sightings around Orange

If you see anythingnteresting,please email
orangefieldnats@gmail.comor post it on
Facebook

While Covid restricted Orangeesidents for
many weeks, other members in Cabonne have
been free to travelThere have been some
interesting sightings.

Plants

Archery Reserve In the second week of
September a member visited part of the reserve
and reported thatverythingwas still very wet
Spring orchidswere popping up in profusion.
There were more there thhaveeverbeenseen
beforeand it is likely to bea spectacular season.
It has started withots of Caladenia caerulea
Caladenia fuscataand one earlyGlossodia
major in flower. There was a bud @faladenia
phaeoclaviaand bts of other ground flord
Early Nancy WWurmbea dioicg Golden
Weather Grass Hypoxis hygrometrica and
Wi | | i s 6Bsachizsaome willis) a fairly
recently described species, and a rare tieat
see.The Beard Heathd €ucopogorspp.)were
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going strong, asvas Five CornersStyphelia
trifloral ). A great spring to be in the bush. Pity
about covid!

Bumberry Section of Goobang National
Park. This is anotherarea where the spring
displayhas beenstunningn recent weekOnce
you walk into the shrubby area just down the
southern fire trailthe purple of Prostanthera,
Dampiera and the yellow of Acacias and
Hibbertias dominate. However, there is ar
occasionabkplash of orange from different pea
flowers andthewhite or pink of heaths.

On the northern side of theoad, it is the
delicacy of the orchids that are stunning with g
plant of Caladenia filamentosadifficult to
photograph on a windy day. The rosettés o
Pterostylis plumosa have produced their
unusual flowers and there are also Spide
orchids, several different Greenhoods an(
Caladenias. Spikes of Sun and Beard orchid
will be out soon.

Caladenia filamentosaPhoto R Stapleton.

At The Falls, on Summe Hill Creek there
have been lots oGlossodia majororchids as
well asCaladenia phaeoclaviaVhile & Cargo
Quarry, on the southern side of the rodhde
Diuris were almost finished on the first
weekend out of lockdown. The Thelymitra
spikes wergust beginning to open and should
put on a wonderful display if the sun shineg
again.

In the last week of September, the shrubs an
orchids to the west of Bumbaldry alohgjor

West Road were putting on a show.

Unfortunately, most of Conimbla NationalrRa
is in Cowra Shirevhich cannot be entered from
the eastern side as the shire is moV@ckdown.

Corybas incurvus i spotted in Conimbla

National Parkabout 5 weeks ago by Ruth
Workman, fromGooloogong Some vicarious
orchid spottindor me during lockdown!

Fungi
Hai photographedhis interesting brackdike

fungus(below) at The Falls which he thinks

the Honeycomb fungugHexagoniavesparig.

Hai also noticed that there were two tiny beetles
investigating the fungi pores which are a species
of Jewel Beetle.

Photo Hai Wu.

Nocturnal Marsupials

During lockdown in Orange NigeHobden
made some exciting sightings whevalking

just after dusk in the Botanic Gardeht said:

d looked up into the twilight night sky and saw,
to my amazement a square shaped kite gliding
between Eucalyptus trees. So exciting to see a
Glider floating on air between trees, next




second another followed suit. Togetherythe
scrambled high up into the canopy of the tree
they landed in and then took that leap into the
night air to glide to the next tree.

I've been back over following evenings and hav,
now seeffiour Gliders and about a dozérush
tailedPo s s ums . 0

4%

One of Gliders, Petaurus

the Squirrel
norfolcensis, seeand photographetly Nigel.

6Things with Wi ngsbo
Black Shouldered Kites- After not seeing any
for a couple of yearsBrian William has
watched a paiof kites nestingat Spring Hill.
SpottedHarriershave been there as well &sst
NankeerKestrel seeing off Brown Falcon

-
s
G

Photo Brian William.

Lat hamosi OB Al BeptemberNick

King ventured into the rushes and sedges on the

southern part of Ploughmans and flushed one
Snipe.

Spring Creek Reservoir Covid walks here
have resulted in some interesting ksightings.
Great Crested GrebesandBlue-billed Ducks

are often hiding in the willows that are in the
water ora pair might be spotted displaying o
the far side of the
greblings or ducklings are seen soon.

Displaying Great Crested Grebes.
Photo Ngel Hobden.

Cath Stapleton spotted tvwhiskered Terns
plunge fishing. Thenextday there was a flock
of Dusky Woodswallowshawking to the north
of the reservoir. Severlght colouredDuskies
(below)were landing in the Eucalypts near the
gate and were catching ants on the tree trunk.

: 3
Dusky Woodswallows catching ants. Photo
Rosemary Stapleton.

Dusky Woodswallows and a lone White-
browed Woodswallow have been seen on
fences around Spring Terrace and Millthorpe.

Diamond Firetail i Cilla spotted these small
birds feeding under her washing line recently.
How wonderful to have a threatened species so

Diamond Firetail and Redbrowed Fin‘ches.
Photo Cilla Kinross.

reser.y



Masked Lapwing i strange sighting of a
nesting Lapwing on a shed roof at Towag
Racecourse beside Ploughmans Lane.

The bookAustralian Birds and theinests and
eggs says Mas ked Lapavi
shallow hollow scraped in the ground in an
open situation affording the sitting bird a good
view of its surroundingsThis one decided on a
high-rise locationA few days later the egg had
gone so no ided it had hatched, rolled off or
been predated.

The Lapwing egd?hoto Rosemary Stapleton.

Further West i on a post lockdown drive to the
south of Forbes and Condo the Stapletons h3
some incidental bird sightings. A flock of
White-browed  Woodswallows  possibly
breeding, on Manna Forest Road nexylanna
State Forest. There wettereeBudgiesthere as
well and further down the roadzaimson Chat
(next to a Canola cropp Red-capped Robin
and 2 maléVhite-winged Trillers.

And atP a y t Rridgé south of Eugowra four
Buff-banded Railwere seen at a roadside wet
area. Three flew across the road and one wa
harassed by a Noisy Miner as it landed.

Creature of the Month No. 1

Centipedes

Text by Murray Fletcher. Imagef Scutigera
coleoptrata Dave's Garden website

The arthropod Subphylum Myriapoda includes
the centipedes, millipedes, pauropods an
symphylans. Pauropodsagaymphylans are not
usually seen unless you look for them. They ar
small pale multlegged creatures that live in
leaf litter. Centipedes (Class Chilopoda) and
millipedes (Class Diplopodg however are
common, widespread and well known in towns
and busland in many parts of the world. They
differ from each other in that millipedes are
relatively  slowmoving  herbivores  or
detritivores and have two pairs of legs per bod)
segment while centipedes are rapid groun

1d
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hunters and only have one pair of legs pmhyb

segment. Centipedes kill their prey with venom
injected from fangs formed from highly
modified front legs. They come in a range of

forms but the best known are the
scolopendromorphs, geophilomorphs and
n gssutigeramsrphs. ar e 0

The scolopendromorphs are tlzede flattened
forms (mostlyCormocephaluspp in Australia)
which you might find under logs or even
coming into houses. They look dangerous with
their dark bodies, orange legs and red head and
fangs but even the larger ones are unlikely to
bite and, if tey do, their venom is relatively
mild. The geophilomorphs are quite small and
elongate, coloured pale yellow brown or whitish
with lots of small legs along the sides of their
long narrow bodies. These are part of the leaf
litter fauna living in moist orgdo-rich
conditions. They prey on the other small
creatures of the leaf litter.

The third group are the scutigeromorphs, or
House centipedes. We don't see these very often
and usually, if you ddlisturb one, it has gone
before you can focus on it. They are usually
around 2025mm in length when fully grown
with a dense row of very long legs on either
side. They run extremely fast and how they
coordinate their mass of legs without getting
tangled ups amazing. if you are able to catch
one and get itinto a jar, they are quite attractive,
often with transverse banding along their bodies
and legs (see image).

A recent newsletter from the Entomological
Society of NSW had a story about a giant
scolopedromorph which eats seabird chicks
which | found quite surprising. The apex
predator on Phillip Island (a remote island in the
SW Pacific and not the one in Victoria) is the
Phillip Island centipede, Cormocephalus
coynei,and about 50% of its diet is madp of
vertebrates, including the chicks of Black
winged petrels which nest in large numbers on
the island. It has been shown to have little
impact on the population of tlemabirdsput it

is a major factor in maintaining the ecology of
the island by spreing nutrients brought in
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from the sea beyond the areas where the I n order to attract them

seabirds nest. dandelions in my yard for
along with a selection of

If you would like to read more you canfindthel 3ssorted weeds. It is a g«

story on the ABC websitbere. On the other the | awn often. Anhtaveef o

hand,if)ygupref(-:‘hrtowatchashor]'f(dﬂo too precious about the st

minutes) video on the species, you can find ong :

on the Bugs and Biology Youtube chanhete want to attract goldfinche
Source: Birds in Backyards

Murray also suggested looking at this

avonderful video of a millipede at

https://www.facebook.com/gr34tstuff/videos/6
81195249325328

Creature of the Month No. 2
The European
carduelis

Text by Nick
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Wambool MatureReserve20km east of BathursSteve Woodhaliook this photo when hand Tracy
enjoyeda walk inthe wattles and bearded heath (Leucopogoresplier in September.

Annual Subscriptions. To join dease send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the
Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.
EFT payments to BSB 802129: Account100014678

O F N & Cons Sodnc.
Please be sure to identify payments withiourname and nd confirmation to
orangefieldnats@gmail.com

Subscription rates

Single member $25 Concession rate (emailed newslettér$)12.50
Each additional family membé&r$5 Concession rate (mted newsletters) $25
Note: concession rate is fbona fidepensioners and students only

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by Huitor, Rosemary StapletoViews expressed herein are not
necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor.

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Societgknowledgethe traditional custodians of the land, including
the people of the \Widjuri Nation, andwe pay our respects to Elders past, present and future.

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800
orangefieldnats@gmail.com www.orangefieldnats.com www.facebook.com/ofncs/
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