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Planning Meeting by Zoom 

Thursday 9th December, 7.30 pm. 

 

In December instead of a talk OFNCS meets to 

map out the program of talks and excursions 

for the next year. All members are welcome to 

attend. This year it will be done over Zoom. 

If you wish to join in, please register for Zoom  

at orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Suggestions for talks or excursions gratefully 

received at orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Christmas Get-Together 

Sunday 12th December, 5.00 - 7.00 pm. 

Environmental Learning Centre (ELF), Orange 

Showground, Leeds Parade. 

 

BYO everything – food, drink, and utensils. 

This is a relaxed get together with members of 

ECCO. If the weather is hot or stormy, we can 

sit inside or if a great day we can relax outside 

under the large oak tree. The ELF has a kitchen.  

 

The relevant Covid rules will apply for social 

distancing, hand hygiene and masks. You may 

still need to show evidence of double 

vaccination (on phone or a paper copy). 

 

Last Meeting – 11th November, 7.30 pm. 

Land Management in NSW – an overview of 

the legislation in relation to land clearing.  

Speaker –Beau Palmer. 

Report by Dick and Jenny Medd. 

Images by Beau Palmer. 

 

A dozen or so members and guests heard Beau 

Palmer, Senior Land Services Officer, give an 

introductory outline of NSW Government’s 

Local Land Services role in the Land 

Management Framework. As part of a network 

of offices throughout the state, Beau along with 

other staff at Gilgandra, Dubbo, and Forbes 

service the ‘central’ area of the state. This 

includes both the Central Tablelands and 

Central West regions. Beau and a colleague are 

based in Orange and service a very varied 

landscape around it and to the east, including 

the Megalong Valley. Their services are free to 

NSW landholders. 

Their core role is basically assessing the 

environmental risk to managing native 

vegetation on rural land. They have no 

compliance jurisdiction, just advisory, 

extension of regulatory information and on-site 

land assessments.  At the end of the day, the 

landholder remains entirely responsible for 

activities undertaken. 

Being the cradle of European settlement west of 

the divide, most land in the Central Tablelands 

has been cleared long ago. So, clearing 

enquiries generally relate to management of 

regrowth or thinning of remnant stands, 

particularly as more marginal lands are being 

subdivided. Essentially land falls into three 

broad categories viz: land exempt from 
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regulation, regulated land and non-rural land 

which is excluded from regulation. Exempt land 

is defined as having been cleared prior to 1st Jan 

1990 or subsequently legally cleared. 

On regulated land, clearing of native vegetation 

(preferably to the minimum extent necessary) is 

allowable without approval for a range of 

activities such as fencing, road and building 

works, and others to facilitate operation and 

maintenance of infrastructure. Rules and limits 

do however apply, making awareness an 

important part of the advisory service. All other 

clearing activities including removal of 

regrowth and thinning require consent based on 

new ‘Codes’ enacted in 2017, which Beau 

outlined.  

 

Identifying threatened species and endangered 

ecological communities is an important part of 

site inspections as the codes generally do not 

apply for these. Providing sound extension 

around both State and Commonwealth 

Threatened Species Acts is essential as 

landholders should not knowingly harm 

threatened species. However, there is no real 

consideration made for individual species 

although Threatened Ecological Communities, 

in this region mainly Box Gum Grassy 

Woodland, attract particular attention. 

In wrapping up Beau summarised a day in his 

life as being more than checking extensively for 

background information and filling in forms – it 

provided a chance for appreciation of the 

natural world and time to enjoy flora and fauna, 

besides recovering bogged vehicles. 

Example of permissible clearing of fenceline, 

stretching to the allowable limits. 

Example of Box Gum Grassy Woodland where 

stricter clearing rules apply. 

 

Should you observe clearing activities 

perceived to be of concern you can contact the 

Environment Line on 131 555 or email 

info@environment.nswgov.au 

 

Last Excursion – Sunday 14th November. 

Due to the wet weather the excursion to 

Wambool Nature Reserve was cancelled. 

 

OFNCS Committee and CWEC News 

It has been a quiet month again. OFNCS’s 

submission objecting to Stage 2 of Stormwater 

Harvesting on Blackman’s Swamp Creek was 

one of 78 submissions received by the Natural 

Resources Access Regulator. Denis Marsh 

reports this is an unusually large number of 

submissions. We await the outcome. 

 

The quarterly meeting of the Central West 

Environment Council (CWEC) was held on 7th 

November with OFNCS represented. CWEC 

members continue to work on water issues, 

especially Regional Water Strategies, 

Wyangala Dam and Gin Gin Weir on the 

Macquarie.  

 

The CWEC meeting was addressed by Bruce 

Maynard on the invisible problem of chemical 

overspray, not just from cotton cropping, but all 

cropping. Kate Hook also spoke to the group 

about the Voices for Calare project which 

involves ‘kitchen table’ discussions about 

issues for the Federal electorate. 
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Positive recent outcomes for CWEC member 

groups have been the announcement about the 

banning of coal exploration in the Rylstone area 

and the protection of the Gardens of Stone. 

 

OFNCS participates in the Wyangala 

Counterpoint Group whose aim is to achieve a 

rethink of the dam wall raising proposal. There 

has been lots of media around the current flood 

in the Lachlan and debate about whether the 

higher wall would have prevented the flood. 

Professor Jamie Pittock, from the Fenner 

School of Environment and Society, Australian 

National University, responded to a call for the 

dam in the Forbes Advocate 

https://www.forbesadvocate.com.au/story/

7519337/letter-to-the-editor-dam-proposal-

has-risks-winners-and-losers/ 
 

The Counterpoint Group also responded at               

https://www.cowraguardian.com.au/story/7519

577/group-says-larger-dam-couldnt-hold-back-

lachlan-flood/?cs=4083  

 

Mt Canobolas Update 

Text and photos Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Once again, the words that describe the 

mountain this past month are wet, wet and more 

rain. All the creeks have been full and even 

overflowing, there are sheets of water across the 

rock shelves and the ground is very soft and 

soggy.  

Fast flows in Towac Creek, 28/11/2021. 

 

Large patches of orange can be seen where the 

flowering pea shrubs dominate. There are 

occasional splashes of white from Calytrix and 

Olearia, yellow from Hibbertia and a few tiny 

spots of purple from the flowers of regenerating 

Kunzea. 

Col Bower continues to monitor the Caladenia 

fitzgeraldii and has found that many of the 

flowers have been nipped off, probably by 

wallabies. Unfortunately, the rain has meant a 

number of the twice weekly orchid searches 

have been cancelled. One that did go ahead was 

to an unburnt area along Gum Ridge Trail, 

where Col also became interested in the tall 

Bulbine lilies and the tiny Wahlenbergia plants 

on the moss-covered rocky platforms. These 

plants are thought to be different species that 

require further investigation. 

 

 
Helmut Berndt and Col Bower admiring the 

magnificent Eucalyptus canobolensis trees in 

an unburnt area of Mt Canobolas SCA. 

 

Covid and the wet conditions have also affected 

the progress of the NPWS redevelopments at 

Towac Picnic Area and the Walls. News from 

ranger Jack Fry is that these will be opened on 

Wednesday 1st December. He also said the new 

bridge on the Federal Falls Track would be put 

in place in early December. The work on the  

Summit redevelopment will also start in 

December and signs in the park say the Summit 

will be closed until at least the end of March. 

 

If you intend visiting the SCA please check the 

Local Alerts for the SCA on the NPWS website.  

This also advises that ‘Ongoing wet weather has 

impacted the roads in this park. Use extreme 

caution and drive to conditions. Monitor the 

weather forecast. Do not drive through flood 

waters.’  

 

Canobolas Conservation Alliance Update 

Report by Jenny Medd and Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

The Alliance committee met on 

Monday 28th November; much 

of the discussion centred on the 

draft NPWS Biking Strategy and 

the working groups within NCC 

and NPA. 

 

https://www.forbesadvocate.com.au/story/7519337/letter-to-the-editor-dam-proposal-has-risks-winners-and-losers/
https://www.forbesadvocate.com.au/story/7519337/letter-to-the-editor-dam-proposal-has-risks-winners-and-losers/
https://www.forbesadvocate.com.au/story/7519337/letter-to-the-editor-dam-proposal-has-risks-winners-and-losers/
https://www.cowraguardian.com.au/story/7519577/group-says-larger-dam-couldnt-hold-back-lachlan-flood/?cs=4083
https://www.cowraguardian.com.au/story/7519577/group-says-larger-dam-couldnt-hold-back-lachlan-flood/?cs=4083
https://www.cowraguardian.com.au/story/7519577/group-says-larger-dam-couldnt-hold-back-lachlan-flood/?cs=4083
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/mount-canobolas-state-conservation-area
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The savemtcanobolassca website has been 

restored and will continue to be updated, 

although there is a large batch of recent media 

items still to be uploaded. The position of Vice-

President of the CCA unfortunately remains 

vacant; please feel free to volunteer if you are 

able to help. 

 

Several CCA/OFNCS members attended the 

Gaanha-bula Action Group’s meeting on 6th 

November. The meeting called for more 

community consultation, most notably with the 

Indigenous community and it was confirmed 

that an application has been made for the 

Mountain to be declared an Aboriginal Place 

under NSW legislation. Key Elders talked about 

the cultural significance of the mountain and 

their objection to the bike track and consultation 

process. Greg Ingram, on behalf of Orange 

Local Aboriginal Lands Council, stated that the 

Lands Council objects to the bike track 

proposal. A short presentation on the post-fire 

artefact finds, biodiversity and the impacts of 

bike tracks was given by Andrew Rawson and 

Rosemary Stapleton. 

In the afternoon, ceremonial dancing and a 

smoking ceremony were held at Federal Falls 

Picnic Area. Uncle James Williams said this 

was the first time for well over a hundred years 

that this has happened on the mountain. The 

dancers came from Orange, Cowra, Wellington, 

and Dubbo. It was a very special event with one 

person commenting that ‘they were putting 

Dreamtime magic on the mountain’. Between 

80 and 100 people attended the meeting and a 

similar number were at the picnic area in the 

afternoon.  

 

 
Aboriginal cultural dancers at Federal Falls 

Picnic Area. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

NITV covered the day with a short story on their 

current affairs program 'The Point' and an item 

on  NITV News. The CWD also covered the 

meeting. 

 

The local government elections in Orange and 

Cabonne have continued to provide a focus for 

members, especially with three of our elected 

committee members standing for office. 

 

Note that the NPWS Biking Policy and Strategy 

documents have been released for comment, 

due by 30th January 2022. It would be great to 

see a good number of people prepared to look 

over these documents and send in 

comments/submissions. A submission guide is 

being developed.  

 

The documents can be accessed at:    

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/pa

rks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-

management/community-engagement/cycling-

strategy-and-cycling-policy . 

 

It was pleasing to see that Prostanthera gilesii 

has been formally listed as an Asset of 

Intergenerational Significance within the Mt 

Canobolas SCA. 

 

A couple of our members who regularly attend 

the monthly Farmers Market have been making 

a special effort to engage the younger 

generation with activities, including some 

interesting quizzes, some of which you may 

have seen featured in Facebook posts. 

 

Peregrine News 

Information from Cilla Kinross and image from 

Youtube. 

Yurruga, the Peregrine chick, fledged taking its 

first flight at 6.04 am on 22nd November. Cilla 

felt it was a little small and possibly 

underdeveloped. She found it on the ground and 

placed it safely in a tree. For a few days 

beforehand the parents had flown past the nest 

box carrying prey as if to entice Yurruga to take 

that first leap (see image below). 

https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/2021/11/09/amazing-aboriginal-heritage-site-threatened-100km-mountain-bike-track
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-management/community-engagement/cycling-strategy-and-cycling-policy
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-management/community-engagement/cycling-strategy-and-cycling-policy
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-management/community-engagement/cycling-strategy-and-cycling-policy
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-management/community-engagement/cycling-strategy-and-cycling-policy
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While Yurruga is a relatively small bird Cilla 

said it has had a good appetite and did lots of 

exercising before its first flight. 

 

To keep up to date with the family, head 

to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbPu_rc

U79c 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Community Engagement and Planting Days 

with Bill Josh (mob: 0407 256 791). 

10am to midday finishing with a barbecue. 

• Millard Park on 5/12/21  

• Lake Canobolas, (Lake Care) on 19/12/21  

          

Postponed to 15-16 February 2022 – 

Listening to the Lachlan Conference, Forbes. 

Details here. 

 

2022 Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys,   

Dates for 2022 are 12/13 February; 23/24 April; 

23/24 July; 15/16 October.   Malcolm Fyfe has 

retired as Survey Co-ordinator and the February 

surveys will be co-ordinated by Julian Reid. 

Contact Julian at julianr@homemail.com.au 

 

Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook.  

 

‘Things with Wings’ 

 

Denis Marsh was watching a Superb Parrot at 

a possible nesting hollow in his back yard only 

to see the female being harassed by a Common 

Starling. He managed the photo below. 

 

 
 

White-bellied Sea Eagle – two Sea Eagles,  

one possibly a juvenile bird, were seen by Dick 

and Jenny Medd flying over the dam at DPI.  

A check on birding databases shows these are 

very infrequent visitors to Orange. There was a 

similar sighting in April, several sightings in 

2018 and then back in 2005. 

 

Wedgetail Eagles – Bernie Huxtable reported 

seeing a pair over Spring Creek Reservoir. 

 

After one of the days of heavy rain the friendly 

resident Laughing Kookaburras at Borenore 

Caves were watched ‘harvesting’ worms on the 

road near the parking area. 

 

A Koel was heard at Ploughman’s Wetland and 

the body of a dead Magpie-lark was seen 

dangling from a branch having been caught in 

discarded fishing line. 

 

Fungi 

Hai Wu has been photographing a number of 

fungi that have been popping up in the wet in 

the Orange Botanic Gardens. They have 

included the Stinkhorn (Phallus rubicundus), 

the Ruby Bonnet (Cruentomycena 

viscidocruenta) and a toadstool, possibly an 

Agaricus species that grew from 50mm to 

100mm in two days. Hai posts his photos 

at New South Wales Fungi | Groups | Facebook. 

 

 
Ruby Bonnet in Orange Botanic Gardens. 

Photo Hai Wu. 

 

The Coral fungus below was seen near Spring 

Glade by Cath Stapleton. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbPu_rcU79c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbPu_rcU79c
https://listeningtothelachlan.com.au/
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1398411810479408
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Flooding 

New OFNCS member and Mid Lachlan 

Landcare Coordinator Tracee Burke, from 

Gooloogong thinks ‘they now know how to 

make it flood in the region. In 2016 we planted 

over 200 trees and shrubs in the borrow pit 

(near the Lachlan) and it proceeded to flood 2 

weeks after they were planted!! We thought 

everything would die but a surprising number of 

the eucalypts survived, and they were now 

looking great.  

 

New shrubs planted recently are now under so 

much water. Moral of the story. If you want a 

flood, get Kangarooby Landcare to plant in the 

borrow pit.’ Tracee’s photo below shows where 

the new plants were planted, taken before the 

peak!! 

 
 

All the rain has also been devastating for the 

riparian planting that Cilla co-ordinated along 

Summer Hill Creek in CSU’s Risky Paddock. 

 

Plants 

Hai spotted the Pterostylis bicolor below, also 

called Hymenochilus bicolor on the Mullion 

Range Bridle Trail. Col commented that it is 

scattered around the district and more widely 

but is not common. There are a couple of 

locations on Mt Canobolas, both with very few 

plants. 

 

On 13th November Nigel Hobden went for a 

walk in the wet to The Falls in Mullion Reserve 

to observe the power of water. He said he 

stumbled across a double flowering orchid 

spike of Caladenia clavigera, some of the 

Rusty Greenhood (Pterostylis rufus) that Hai 

saw last month as well as many C. gracilis. His 

photo below of the falls demonstrates his 

description of them as ‘a torrent of churning 

water making an amazing noise’. 

 

 
 

Creature of the Month 

Christmas Beetles, Anoplognathus spp. 

(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae) 

Text: Murray Fletcher. Beetle Photos: David 

Rentz, https://bunyipco.blogspot.com/ 

 

 
Christmas Beetles is the name applied to scarab 

beetles of the genus Anoplognathus, a genus 

https://bunyipco.blogspot.com/
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which is endemic to the Australasian region 

with representatives distributed across most of 

Australia (where there are eucalypts growing, at 

least) and extending into Papua New Guinea 

and Melanesia. There are 39 species listed on 

the Australian Faunal Directory.  

 

A typical Christmas Beetle is ovoid in outline 

with enlarged hinged tarsal claws useful for 

hanging on to the dangly leaves of eucalypts. 

The adult beetles range in size from 15 to almost 

40mm in length and in colour from pale buff 

with dark streaks (as above) to golden brown or 

green, often with red legs and green or gold 

iridescence. The larvae are part of the C-shaped 

grub fauna found in small chambers under 

grasslands or lawns where they feed on the roots 

with the adults emerging for a few weeks at the 

beginning of summer. Some species are 

considered to be pests because they defoliate 

eucalypt trees but, as with many folivores, they 

target the weakest trees and therefore enhance 

the health of a forest. It's just that, sometimes, 

it's your favourite backyard tree or a solitary 

paddock tree. The adults and larvae are 

harmless to humans and are considerably less 

common than even a generation ago, mainly 

because of the loss of eucalypt forests on which 

they depend. 

 
The stunning Anoplognathus aureus 

The golden Christmas beetle. 

 

 
Christmas beetle and damage on a resprouting 

eucalypt on Mt Canobolas in December 2018. 

There were so many beetles in the tree they 

could be heard chewing the leaves. Photo Cath 

Stapleton. 

Orchid Book Review by Col Bower  

 

Col writes ‘This week I received a copy of the 

new ‘Guide to Native Orchids of NSW and 

ACT’ by Lachlan Copeland and Gary 

Backhouse. It has 582 species in 446 pages and 

follows the Checklist of Australian Orchids of 

which the two authors of this book are also 

authors. 

 

The taxonomy generally follows that of David 

Jones, however it does not consider the new 

information in Jones’ book of last year, so there 

are differences between the two, especially in 

Diuris. Copeland and Backhouse also recognise 

a large number of undescribed species in some 

genera, mainly the purple Diuris, Midge 

Orchids (Corunastylis), Prasophyllum and 

some Pterostylis. This and the differences with 

Jones mean this new contribution is likely to 

enlighten as well as confuse for some species. 

 

Each species is covered by a brief description, 

brief summary of distribution and habitat and 

some notes comparing it with similar species 

and often giving alternative names. Most 

species are illustrated by single photographs, 

some of which are of variable quality. The 

epiphytes have two photos showing plant habit 

and a flower closeup. In some cases, this makes 

it hard to compare similar species. 

 

Overall, a useful book giving an insight into the 

current thoughts of two experts on what is out 

there. It is an updated version of Tony Bishop’s 

similar effort of thirty years ago. 

 

Out just in time for Xmas. Drop hints with 

relatives now!’ 

 

First OFNCS meeting and excursion in 2022. 

The OFNCS AGM will be held on 10th February 

followed by a session where members bring 

photos or items to talk about. In previous years 

the February excursion has been a picnic 

followed by spotlighting in the Mt Canobolas 

SCA. This has worked well and if it is decided 

to do it again it will be on Sunday 13th February. 

 

Newsletter – The next newsletter will be for 

February. If you have something interesting to 

share, please email to: 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com. Jenny Pratten 

would also like photos and items for Facebook. 

Please email Jenny at 

gopratto2014@gmail.com

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
mailto:gopratto2014@gmail.com
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Vale: Brian Nichols (30.12.1952 – 6.11.2021) 

Some of our older members will remember Brian who was a renowned local nature photographer with 

a particular interest in birds. He was a member of OFNCS for a time and our records show he presented 

at least seven talks to our group between 1982 and 2013.  

 

Brian was also a member of both the Orange and Blayney Camera Clubs, where he shared his love of 

nature photography with members and encouraged them to take images of wildflowers, fungi, insects 

and of course his beloved birds. His images were highly regarded, and he produced several calendars 

which graced people's walls and became collector's items. Unfortunately, in recent years, Brian suffered 

very poor health and was unable to continue pursuing his passion. Brian passed away in Orange Hospital 

on 6 November. 

 

Jenny Medd & Helmut Berndt. 

 

 
This beautiful photo taken by Brian at Dick & Jenny Medd’s place back in 2007. 

 

 

Annual Subscriptions. To join please send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the 

Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

EFT payments to:   BSB 802 129:   Account 100014678:    O F N & Cons Soc Inc.  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name and send confirmation to 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800  

orangefieldnats@gmail.com   www.orangefieldnats.com  www.facebook.com/ofncs/ 
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