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environmentally aware and are able and
willing to make decisions that will benefit the
environment, it is important that they develop
an empathy with the natural world. This can
only happen if the adults of tomorrow have the
opportunity to connect with nature. Ironically,
although connection with the natural world is
more important than ever, in many cases there
is a growing disconnect between the individual
and nature through increasing urbanisation and
an increasing reliance on technology for
entertainment.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 12th December,
7.00 pm: Planning for 2020
No speaker but members welcome to come
and make suggestions
Senior Citizens and Pensioners Centre
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm)

All welcome
CHRISTMAS GATHERING

Kate Willoughby is a teacher and a parent. She
is also a passionate environmental advocate.
She combines these skills and values in her
management of Orange Nature Kids. It
connects children to nature by providing them
with outdoor activities and experiences that
bring them into contact with the natural world.
Kate said, ‘we seek to instil a sense of
stewardship for the environment within each
child and to equip them with experiences and
knowledge to do so in a safe and
environmentally friendly manner.’
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4.00 pm Sunday 15 December
Cilla’s place, 870 Ophir Rd
See details below

Next Meeting: the 12th December meeting is
when OFNCS will plan the program for the
next year. It starts at 7pm and there will be no
speaker. If you have any ideas for topics for
the talks, good speakers or places to go for
excursions please come along.

Last Meeting: Orange Nature Kids. Speaker
Kate Willoughby. Report Nick King.

School aged children, from 5-14 years, have
the opportunity to become involved each
school holiday for four days. The activities
take place at outdoor venues such as the ELF,
Orange Botanic Gardens, Borenore Caves,
Lake Canobolas, Mount Canobolas and
Gosling Creek Reserve. Each child is given a
journal to record what they see and do.
Activities include direct observation of the
natural world, nature and birding walks and
yoga. The children also do art and craft
activities, dance and cooking, some with the
help of the local Aboriginal community and
dancers. Some parents also come along to help,
and they also enjoy learning about the natural
places around Orange.

Kate, the President of Orange Nature Kids,
gave a report on the activities of this group. It
is a newly formed group, the purpose of which
is to connect children to nature. Kate outlined
research showing that if we are to raise a
generation
of
children
who
are

Kate is only too happy for OFNCS to become
involved in this program through either direct
involvement, suggestions of activities, cameo
appearances as experts or through the
provision of information. Orange Nature Kids
is a subcommittee of ECCO.

Next Excursion: Christmas get together
with ECCO members.
4pm Sunday 15th December at
Cilla’s place, 870 Ophir Rd.
BYO food, drink and a chair.
There is a barbeque for cooking
and a delightful deck that overlooks
Summer Hill Creek and the bush beyond. The
entrance drive on the southern side of the road
is a little hard to see. If you get to Third
Crossing you have gone too far.
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For further details contact Nick King mob:
0490 087 424 or Kate Willoughby mob:
0414 081 669 email:orangeeco@hotmail.com

First stop was to admire the Chiloglottis
valida, commonly known as the Large Bird
Orchid, on the roadside embankment not far
below the Fern Gully trail. Although a
sizeable colony, only a few plants have
flowered this season (not unusual), but it was
pleasing to see numbers of fertilised blooms
(photo below).
Col provided a detailed
explanation of the life cycle of the orchid and
its unique pollinator.

Biodiversity Mapping to improve the
Orange LEP. Speaker Emily Cotterill.
Report Nick King.
Emily,
from
Envirofact
Consultancy,
addressed the meeting on the Biodiversity
mapping report that was prepared by her
organisation at the request of Orange City
Council. This report details a gap analysis of
existing
information
concerning
the
biodiversity assets contained within the Orange
LGA. The purpose of the study is to assist with
the identification of existing information and
location of local natural sites and species of
flora and fauna. It aims to detect areas within
the LGA which are significant, but also where
there is a deficiency of information. The
findings of the study will provide a
management resource to enable Council to
develop a strategic approach to identifying and
prioritising biodiversity protection measures
and initiatives across both public and private
land within the Orange LGA. Specific
examples of how this document can be used
are when revising the Local Environment Plan
(LEP), the Development Control Plan (DCP),
and any environmental assessment of future
development applications.

The next stop was at the Orange View lookout
to inspect one of Col’s nearby orchid quadrats.
Dick created much delight with his observation
that two of the precious Prasophyllum sp. aff.
odoratum, in bud, had reappeared this year.
The species seems to be significantly reduced
in numbers after last spring’s showing. A sun
orchid in bud, identified as Thelymitra sp. aff.
ixioides, also created considerable interest.

A recommendation of the report was the need
to consult with the local community and
request assistance from individuals and
organisations such as OFNCS in the
identification of species or sites which have
been overlooked in previous surveys. The next
step following the report is to engage in
“ground truthing” the identified sites to
accurately determine their conservation and
biodiversity value.
For more information, contact Emily Cotterill
mob: 0419 432 208 or
email: info@envirofact.com.au
Last excursion: Orchid Walk in Mt
Canobolas SCA.
Report by J and R Medd. Photos R Stapleton.
November’s excursion to Mt Canobolas was
led by Col Bower, with Dick Medd
volunteering additional commentary for the
group who turned out for an unusually clear
spring day’s outing.

Prasophyllum sp. aff. odoratum flowers a few
days later. Note the Rove or Pintail beetles.
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The group then moved up to park at The Pines
from where we walked across the road and up
through the bush to the heath platform which
had been severely burnt in February 2018.
Along the way, via another orchid quadrat, we
marvelled at the numbers of Diuris sulphurea,
commonly called the Tiger Orchid. It has
bloomed in unprecedented numbers across the
mountain this season. The Caladenias and
Thelymitras Col had hoped to show the group
had unfortunately all disappeared, having
either completely finished their flowering
cycle, been burnt off in the hot and dry
weather, or been predated.

nutrients made available by the fire.
Pelargoniums, Lomandras, Hibbertias, Violets,
and Lilies continue to put on a beautiful
display, while the Indigoferas, having bloomed
in profusion, are now laden with seed pods.

On the heath platform Col outlined his transect
surveying of seeders v. re-sprouters. He also
discussed NPWS’s post-fire flora surveys, of
which this site is one of the 24 strategically
located across vegetation communities and fire
impacts. The regeneration on the heath area,
predominantly by seedling recruitment, was
quite different from that in forested areas.

Mt Canobolas Update:
November has been a really busy month on the
mountain; see the two reports following.

The excursion was both informative and
visually rewarding, to the extent that the
customary morning tea break wasn’t even
contemplated. Many thanks go to Col and
Dick.
Committee News: There was no Committee
meeting in November.

Spring Fauna Surveys in Mt Canobolas
SCA. Report R Stapleton.
These were held from the 5th – 10th November.
Dr Anne Kerle again led the surveys with
Team Leaders Mike, Nella and Terry. This
allowed Lesley and Jen, from NPWS, free to
ferry birders around and look after the base
camp at Federal Falls. Some of the 17
volunteers had helped at the March surveys
and it was very pleasing to be joined by some
who were new, young and fit. Dr Ainsley
Seago, from the DPI Biosecurity Collections
Unit, did insect collecting at some of the sites
with her son Maxwell.

Inspecting the heath platform. Photo H Berndt.
It was astounding to see masses of Phebalium
seedlings in between the other shrubs already
known from the site. Dick mentioned other
work happening regarding post-fire monitoring
of the endemic Eucalyptus canobolensis and
the threatened Xanthoparmelia Lichen
Community, also unique to the mountain.
Walking back along the roadside to the
vehicles, Col was pleased to see that numbers
of the Tiger Orchids had obviously been
fertilised. Also, of interest was a mass of
Pimelea linifolia subsp. caesia flowering along
the roadside embankment; this species also
appears to have flourished this season as a
post-fire response.

Maxwell, Ainsley and Lesley Forward
collecting insects. Photo R Stapleton.
Four teams did small mammal trapping,
spotlighting and call playback over 4 nights.
Morning and afternoon bird surveys were done
at these 12 sites by the birding teams.
Opportunistic searches for reptiles and frogs
also occurred. By the end of Wednesday, the
sites had been marked, the traps were opened
and there was a sense of anticipation of what
we would find in the morning. As the sun set

It’s amazing to see how the landscape is
recovering and just how many plant species are
responding to the space to grow and the
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those new to the mountain realised the effect of
altitude on the weather as it became quite cold
and gloves and beanies were quickly found.
This became even more obvious late on Friday
night when the wind picked up and a storm
brought dust and hail; something not really
enjoyed by the campers. A few braved the wet
and cold and went spotlighting along one of
the tracks near the campsite and had great
sightings of Greater Gliders, a Sugar Glider
and Ringtail Possums.

rumped Heathwrens at an unburnt heath site; a
new species record for the SCA.
Terry’s group were also surprised to come
across a Planarian Worm ‘crossing’ on a track
while spotlighting. They found 3 moving
across the same place on the track; both the
plain bright yellow ones as well as the striped
one.

As it was the breeding season the Antechinus
that were caught were measured and released
on the site. This meant some of us didn’t see
them however as Lesley said ‘hopefully
everyone at least saw a Ringtail Possum or
two. I think that was the highlight of the
survey, seeing so many Ringtails between us
(plus a few Sugar Gliders & a good number of
Greater Gliders at different sites). Terry’s
group sighted nearly 30 Ringtails. And it was
great to at least have healthy lactating
Antechinuses with presumably numerous
growing youngsters.

In the spotlight – the Planarian Worm
crossing. Photos H Berndt.
Anne and Lesley thanked everyone who helped
with surveying, cleaning the traps and packing
up camp on the Sunday morning. Due to work
commitments and the holiday season the
results and reports won’t be available until
well into the New Year. At present there are
no fauna surveys planned for 2020. I’m sure
everyone who volunteered would be happy to
help again.

An Antechinus about to be measured.
Photo A Dean.

Orchid Searches with Col Bower.
Report by R Stapleton.

Vicki, a member of one of the birding teams
said ‘It was wonderful to be greeted by a pair
of Dollarbirds and a pair of Fan-tailed Cuckoos
on arrival at a site to conduct the first bird
survey. And both species continued to appear
during subsequent visits, along with a lone
Dusky Woodswallow, male Rufous Whistler,
and a number of other species.’ At another site
the team spotted a pair of breeding Robins.
The surprise birding find was some Chestnut-

Despite the dry and hot weather, the twice
weekly orchid searches have continued until
the 1st December. Some species are only
flowering for a few days, others have flowered
a week or two earlier than last year and some,
like the Prasophyllums, have ‘taken a year
off’. The Caladenias in particular did not
tolerate the dry weather with the flowers
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Jones’s Native Orchids of Australia, notes that
this species is found between 50 and 900m yet
this plant was found at a much higher altitude.

withering quickly. Searches have been to
hotspots we visited last year as well as to new
places in the SCA that Col thought might have
orchids.
Last spring, we became tired of recording
Microtis (Onion orchids) and this year it’s
been the Diuris sulphurea that have been in
abundance at most places. Highlights have
been finding a few new locations and plants of
Fitzgerald’s Spider Orchid, Caladenia
fitzgeraldii, a rare species throughout its range.
It was also pleasing to find more plants of
Diuris sp. aff. chryseopsis. Chiloglottis
trilabra and pollinated flowers of Pterostylis
nutans (an early spring flowering Greenhood)
have been found at several new sites.
Col reports that ‘the rate of pollination is often
very low in P. nutans, so it is good to see it
happen. In addition, I have just read a research
report on Greenhood pollination by a student at
ANU in Canberra who has been studying
Greenhoods for a couple of years intensively.
In it he confirms that Pterostylis nutans is
pollinated exclusively by a Mycetophilid fly in
the genus Mycoma and that the mechanism is
sexual deception of male flies. Up until now it
was thought most likely that P. nutans and
others like it were fungus mimics and the
pollinators were looking for food, or even
somewhere to lay eggs.’ This fly is a species of
insect that has not been recorded within Mt
Canobolas SCA.

One pleasant aspect of the orchid searches has
been the chorus of bird song that accompanies
us. Late in October it was Spotted Pardalotes
calling incessantly and on the next search the
Rufous Whistlers were advertising for mates.
Sacred Kingfishers often give their alarm call
and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters have been
everywhere. It was also easy to be distracted
by the flowering shrubs and annuals, many
with insects on them. However, when a large
snake slid in my direction my focus on orchids
disappeared. The searches in new places have
also shown us the diversity of the geology
within the SCA.

Orchid searchers wondering if a black glassy
layer in the rock was Obsidian. Photo H
Berndt.

One of the fauna survey sites had flower spikes
of Caladenia congesta, (above, photo R
Stapleton) which so far has only been found at
this site within the SCA. Thanks to someone
who works on the mountain, a species of
Greenhood not previously recorded in the SCA
was found. It was Pterostylis bicolor or Blacktip Greenhood (below, photo H Berndt). David

In his report I am sure Col will draw some
interesting conclusions about the impact of the
fire … and maybe the weather. I hope he is
able to be one of the speakers at OFNCS early
next year.
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Linnean Society Symposium, 2019.
Report and photos by Jenny Medd.

extending the area listed, and for including
aspects of geological, cultural and historical
significance. When the original nomination
was finalised it only emphasised the diversity
of Eucalypt species and a range of threatened
flora and fauna. Significantly more flora
diversity data needs to be added and concerted
efforts are being made to recognise and include
The Gardens of Stone to integrate the Pagoda
areas.

The 2019 Linnean Society of NSW Natural
History Field Symposium is explained in its
title: World Heritage on Sydney’s Doorstep:
the Natural History of the Blue Mountains;
Geology, Flora, Fauna and Human Impacts”.
A field trip on the first day (Thursday 7th
November), departing from Katoomba, took in
stops at Hawkesbury Lookout on the edge of
Yellomundee Regional Park, overlooking the
Nepean River and the Cumberland Plains, at
Mt Wilson’s Gregson Park and Wynnes
Lookout. We also stopped at a road cutting as
we returned to the Bell’s Line of Road en route
to Clarence to view the road-side swamp near
the Zig Zag Railway and a small section of
woodland where a unique species, Isopogon
prostrata, occurs. Hassan’s Walls Lookout
followed by a stop at the site of the Brown’s
Gap coal mine finished off the day.

The array of knowledge shared can be
appreciated in the program abstracts for the
Friday talks and in the booklet Layers of Time;
the Blue Mountains and their geology, by J.W.
Pickett & J.D. Alder, published in 1997 by the
NSW Dept. of Mineral Resources, both of
which may be borrowed from Jenny Medd.

Brown’s Gap mine site: Note that the 3 metre deep
coal measure started out as 90 metres of peat,
compressed by the sandstone above.

Remembering Tony Smith
Tony Smith, a good friend and long-standing
member of OFNCS died recently. Those who
attended his celebration of life heard about his
impressive naval service, love of Australia and
birds as well as his involvement in many
organisations in Orange.

View from the Hawkesbury Lookout with the
Nepean River to the right.

The following two days of lectures, held in
Springwood, included a program of eighteen
short scientific presentations on the Friday.
These ranged across many aspects of the
diversity to be found in the Greater Blue
Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA),
with some emphasis on the ecology of the peat
swamps on the Woronora and Newnes
Plateaus, and the role of fire in the landscape.
The Saturday program offered an opportunity
for the public to hear from nine speakers, once
again covering topics from geology, flora and
fauna to human impacts and fire on the
mountain environment.

Tony, on the left, with other members at a Bird
Atlasing Workshop in 2008. Alan Morris, 3rd
from left, led the workshop on behalf of Birds
Australia. Photo R Stapleton.

A revision of the Nomination for the
GBMWHA is being considered, with
convincing argument being presented for both
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Tony was OFNCS Secretary in 2003-2004 and
then from 2006-2012. He acted as Public
Officer for many years between 2005 and
2015. He contributed many reports to the
newsletter over the years (speaker reports,
observations etc.) and gave 3 talks: in June
2011, March 2013 & August 2018. The last
one was on his trip to eastern Russia to see
Stellar Sea Eagles. This was probably the bird
that was on the top of his birding bucket list. I
remember it as a wonderful talk as he gave us
just enough factual information and made us
laugh a lot about the events on the trip.

Dates for your Diary
18 January 2020. Latham’s Snipe Counts
are on. Visit local wetlands and report any
sightings.
11 – 20 September 2020. Australian Field
Naturalists Convention in Stanthorpe,
Queensland. Ann Tracey said the programme
looks great.

Cilla has written about her friendship with
Tony:

Birds from further west: like elsewhere in the
eastern states, unusual birds are being spotted
in the area. Brian William has again seen
Crimson Chats at Millthorpe along with a
Black Honeyeater (his photo below). A
Black-tailed Native Hen was seen at Gosling
Creek and White-winged Trillers have been in
gardens in Orange.

Sightings around Orange
If you see anything interesting, please email
orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on
Facebook.

I have known Tony Smith since 1991 when I
first joined the university in Orange (then part
of the University of New England). Tony was
trying to teach law to the ‘aggies’ i.e. the
agricultural students, not an easy task I can tell
you from someone with that experience! He
wrote
the
book
‘The
Bush
Law
Handbook’
which is still available.
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/3293182
Tony was very happy to find a fellow
birdwatcher on campus and we spent many
hours together when he would come out and
help me with my bird studies. He never
presumed too much, but would always defer to
my superior knowledge, despite my frequent
and obvious failings. He was always too much
of a gentleman to point these out.

A flock of Plumed Whistling Ducks were
seen along Fish Fossil Drive at Canowindra.
Echidna’s and Copperhead Snakes:
a
number of teams reported seeing Echidnas on
the mountain during the fauna and orchid
surveys. Several Copperhead Snakes were also
seen.

Tony was a very committed member of the
Orange Field Nats and, later, a founding
member of ECCO, serving longs stints as
secretary for both these groups. He was
particularly keen on raptors and followed our
FalconCam Project with great interest, even
doing some volunteering of data capture.
I also knew Tony through the French
Conversation Club. He was very good at
languages, mastering not just French, but
German and Mandarin as well. His
cheerfulness and exuberance, even when
gravely ill, was a feature I most admired in
Tony and he was the most hospitable host,
always welcoming people to his home. Tom
and I will miss him a lot. Our condolences to
Jenny, Bruce, Alistair and families.

Orchid searchers looking at an Echidna. Photo
R Stapleton.
The Flying Foxes returned to Ploughmans
Lane last week.
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Items of Interest

species of Platybrachys associated with
eucalypts and other genera with Acacia.
Platybrachys lurida was only known from the
original specimen used by Francis Walker to
create the species in 1851 and this was not
labelled with a locality. Recording the species
from Mt Canobolas therefore provides the first
localised collecting record of the species.

iNaturalist Australia now live and linked with the ALA

At the end of October the Atlas of Living
Australia
(ALA)
launched iNaturalist
Australia. It is the Australian node of
iNaturalist, the world’s leading global social
biodiversity network. All observations
uploaded to iNautralist Australia are now fed
into the ALA. The media release said
‘iNaturalist Australia’s species identification
features and data quality measures will ensure
your plant, animal or fungi sightings are more
valuable than ever’.

The nymphs of Platybrachys can usually be
found on tree trunks and move sideways
around the tree when approached. They are
characterised by two long thin "plumes" that
stand up from their hind end. These plumes are
comprised of uric acid crystals and they
excrete by adding to these plumes from the
base and, when they change their skins, they
leave the last lot of uric acid attached to the old
skin and start again.

You can sign up online or download the app to
your phone. Then all you need to do is to
upload a photo or recording from your camera,
phone or computer. You have the option to
make your observation closed. I’ve used the
photos already on iNaturalist to help me
identify plants and reptiles that I saw on our
trip to Namibia. And have now tried for some
of the things I’ve photographed on Mt
Canobolas to see how it works.

Jerôme discovered that a number of relatively
unrelated species had been grouped together
into the "hold-all" genus Platybrachys and set
about moving them into new genera and he
used these names to acknowledge other people
who had contributed to his work:
Hackerobrachys (Henry Hacker, Queensland
Museum), Loisobrachys (Lois O'Brien, USA),
Chewobrachys (Peter Chew, Brisbane Insects
website), Kirkaldybrachys (G.W. Kirkaldy,
Bishop Museum, Hawaii) and, of course
Fletcherobrachys.

Creature of the Month Platybrachys lurida
(Walker). Report by Murray Fletcher

Editor’s Note: Once again this shows just how
lucky we are in Orange to have eminent
scientists with world-wide connections. I was
amazed to read the email from Jerôme to
Murray and to see that he had included a photo
of the Type specimen that was collected so
long ago. Keep your eyes open as Catherine
saw the planthopper at a different site during
the last orchid survey a few days ago.

This photo was taken on Mt Canobolas by
Catherine Stapleton and the species was
identified as Platybrachys lurida (Walker) by
Jerôme Constant of the Royal Belgian Institute
of Natural Sciences in Brussels. This is a
member
of
the
planthopper
family
Eurybrachidae which Jerôme has been
studying for some years.
The Australian eurybrachid planthoppers are
phloem feeders and are largely endemic with

The photo of the 1851 Type specimen sent by
Jerôme.
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So much to do and see on Mt Canobolas and so much to photograph. Here are some of the
amazing people who have volunteered their time to look and record what lives on the mountain.

Most of the Fauna Survey Team at Federal Falls Picnic Area on 10th November 2019.
Photo H Berndt.

Getting ready to visit the burnt health site on the OFNCS Excursion on 17 th November 2019. Photo H Berndt.
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Here come the Orchid Survey Team! Watch out scared Kingfishers. Photo H Berndt.
Wishing all members and friends a safe, relaxing and wet Christmas and holiday break. May
2020 bring some rain and relief for our parched land, flora and creatures.
OFNCS Future Speakers and Excursions - 2020
13 February,
7.30 pm. Annual General Meeting followed by a selection of member’s photos from Mt Canobolas.
Committee Meeting will be at 6.30 pm.
16 February

Excursion - Details to be decided at the December meeting.

Subscriptions
Payment of Annual Subscriptions is now due. Please send your cheque or money order made out to
"OFNCS" to the Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.
EFT payments to
BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:
O F N & Cons Soc Inc:
Please be sure to identify payments with your name.
Send confirmation of payment to orangefieldnats@gmail.com
Subscription rates:
Single member – $25
Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50
Each additional family member – $5
Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25
Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only
_____________________________________
This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not
necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor.
Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including
the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and future.
Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800 or orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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